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     The March North Quabbin Community Coalition forum featured a discussion 
around the issue of foster care for children. For over two years, the North 
Quabbin community has been working with state agencies to look at the issue 
and the impact of foster care on schools and town services as well as the im-
pact on families. The group has included representatives from both Athol and 
Orange Town leadership, schools districts, the Department of Social Services, 
the Department of Youth Services, privately contracted providers of care, social 
service groups and lead agency representatives. The issue of foster care is 
vastly complex and often misunderstood. The North Quabbin region has taken 
a different approach than many parts of the state in that the philosophy has 
been more clearly defined. The goal is to maintain local connections for chil-
dren in need of care whenever possible to do so. By placing children within 
their home community, reunification and meaningful connections are not dis-
rupted. 
 

     Foster care is a necessity for some families who through a variety of circum-
stances are unable to care for their children safely at home. There are many 
different types of placements available and are fluid depending on the needs of 
each individual child. Children are first placed within a kinship home or a family 
member when available. In some cases foster care may be in a child-specific 
placement or a home in which a relationship previously exists. Some children 
are placed in unrestricted foster homes managed by the Department of Social 
Services and others  with a higher level of need are placed in Intensive Foster 
Care homes which are managed by privately contracted agencies. 
 

The North Quabbin has made a commitment to improving the sys-
tem of care for all of our children and communication has been 
identified as a critical component of this systems change model. 
Quality care for children cannot occur within a vacuum and the 
whole community must be involved in order to create a system that 
meets the needs of all families and institutions. It truly does “take a 
village” to raise healthy kids and the North Quabbin region is once 
again at the cutting edge of developing an innovative approach 
within a very complex and difficult system.      
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Recent Donations  
Your generous donations help to fund core operating costs of the NQCC. Thank you to the following people for 
their generous donations recently: (view complete list of donors this year on our website under Membership). 

 

Platinum Donors 
Franklin Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority 

Community Action 
 

Gold Donors 
Athol Credit Union 

 

Silver  Donors 
Athol Police Department 

 

Bronze Donors 
Greenfield Community College 

A-R Community Partnerships for Children 

 
 

Supporting Donors 
Trinitarian Congregational Church-Wendell 

Athol-Orange Elks Lodge 
Athol Housing Authority 

Workers Credit Union 
 

Other Donors 
Anonymous Donor 
Town of Orange 

Deb Hubbard 
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Marie Nottleson was the winner of the 
NQCC door prize. Her dad, Eliot helped 

her accept the prize.  

North Quabbin Oral Health Hero Awards 
were presented to family of the late Dr. 

David Muzzey and Christopher Donelan. 

Tom Darcy was also a recipient of a 
North Quabbin Oral Health Hero Award, 
but could not be present on the day of 

the Dental Fair.  
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2nd North Quabbin Outdoor Experience will be held April 6th at the Athol/Orange Elk's lodge from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. It is an exposition focused totally on the outdoors. It will showcase the outdoor leisure activities that exist in the 
beautiful North Quabbin region. Visitors will come from all parts of the Commonwealth to be introduced to the sce-
nic splendor, the opportunity and versatility that is North Quabbin. Local businesses, non profit groups, and places 
that specifically deal with the outdoors will be participating. There will be many vendors inside and outside of the 
Elks club varying from ATVs, kayaks, campgrounds, and hiking opportunities, to dog training , backpacks and 
groups that deal with local ecology and fishing. Information and sign ups will be available for the famous "River Rat 
Race" as well. Last year's show was well received by hundreds of people. The North Quabbin Outdoor Experience 
has no admission. During the show, free seminars will also be held on various outdoor topics. All proceeds from the 
show will go to the Mahar Fish & Game Club. The Mahar club is believed to be the oldest high school fish & game 
club in the commonwealth. The Athol/Orange Elk's Lodge is located on Route 2A in Orange. For more information, 
contact Steve at the North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce in Athol at (978)249-3849, or Paul at Trail Head (978)
249-8500. 
 

Skydance at Dusk on Saturday April 5 at 7:30 p.m. Join Bruce Scherer to witness the unique courtship display of 
the American Woodcock. Meet at the new Rich Environmental Park, next to the Millers River Bridge on Main Street 
in Athol. (Rain date is April 6th) 
 

Springtime Breast Health Awareness Event is April 16th at the Miller’s River Environmental Center located at 
100 Main Street in Athol. From 12  - 2 p.m. This is a free event offered to women over 40 and interested in learning 
about the importance of breast health. A light lunch will be served and gift cards will be issued to women after they 
successfully register and and complete a screening mammogram. Space is limited. For more information or to reg-
ister contact the Women’s Health Network @ (978)544-2259 x257 
 

Observe Astronomical Objects! on Friday April 11, 2008 at  8:00 p.m. at the ball field behind Millers River 
Environmental Center with John Kocur and Bob Coyle. John will have his 8-inch Newtonian reflecting computer 
driven telescope set up to observe Saturn and its' moons, bright stars, double stars, star clusters, the Orion Nebula, 
planetary nebulas, and galaxies. We will use a laser pointer to identify constellations and show the location of ob-
jects in the night sky. If the weather doesn't cooperate, John will demonstrate how to operate the computerized 
GOTO telescope. John will also have a PowerPoint presentation of his trips to the Southwest including nature pho-
tography and astrophotography. Meet At the Center, 100 Main Street, Athol. 
 

Walk To Raise Funds for the Meals on Wheels Program. The need for Meals on Wheels is increasing more rapidly 
than the funding for the program, so maybe you can help them raise some money? Walk alone, in groups or as a 
team. Prizes, refreshments and a ton of fun. Saturday, May 30th from 8 - 11 a.m. at the Franklin County Tech-
nical School in Turners Falls. To get your walking papers contact Franklin County Home Care Corp. (978) 544-
2259 or (413)773-5555.   
 

5th Annual Food-a-Thon 

Tuesday, April 8th from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Drop off locations are:  
·  Athol Memorial Hospital 
·  Hannaford  
·  Parking lot across from WJDF 
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Those who cannot be at the event but want to contribute can also send 
checks made payable to A.O.T.V., 163 S. Main St., Athol. 

 

New challenge ideas from businesses and local municipalities 
are welcome and folks are invited to come talk on the WJDF 
live radio broadcast. For more information call Rick Kwiat-
kowski (978) 544-1100. To volunteer at a drop-off site call 
Carol Courville at A.O.T.V. (978) 249-4470.  
Proceeds and food donated during the event are divided among 6 
area food pantries: First Call For Help, Salvation Army, TNT 
Church, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Franklin Community Meals & 
Our Lady Immaculate Church 
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School Vacation Week Events At Wheeler Memorial Library  

April 22, Tuesday, Celebrate Earth Day 
10:30  Award winning singer/stortyteller, Sarah Pirtle, will celebrate Earth Day with children of all 
ages and their care-givers. Sarah's love and respect for our planet shines through all her work.  
Come catch her contagious joy. This series is offered free of charge thanks to a Federal grant 
from the Library Services and Technology Act as administered by the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. 
 

1:30-3:30 Deb Habib and Michelle Bezio from Seeds of Solidarity©s SOL Garden will meet with teens and 
other interested individuals to jump start our library garden and encourage us all to grow food everywhere.  
Come celebrate Earth Day sharing ideas about  renewable energy and gardening with our local experts in this 
field. Then hands on activities will take place in order to open the growing season at 49 East Main St. 
 

April 23, 6:00, Wednesday, Skip into science with stories, songs, and lots of hands on activities involving science and 
nature. Certified elementary teacher, Cynthia LeBlanc will spring into science each week with a different theme 
including birds, seeds, weather, pond life, and farm animals. All ages are welcome, especially the youngest li-
brary users. This series is offered free of charge thanks to a Federal grant from the Library Services and Tech-
nology Act as administered by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. Call Candy Cross, Chil-
dren's Librarian, to register (978)544-2495, ext103  

 

April 24, 1:30, Thursday,  Pig Out on Reading with Farmer Minor and his real,  live, large and famous pig, Daisy.  
Daisy has been in Weekly Reader and visited U.S. Legislators. So, Farmer Minor has lots of stories to tell about 
his pampered porcine to children, age 4 and older. After hearing stories and reading to Daisy, at about 2:15 all 

ages are welcome to pet Daisy, take pictures with her and have their faces painted. All activities are free. 
 

April 26, 10:00, Saturday, Linking Reading and Music by the PVB Low BrassTrio. Three members of 
the Pioneer Valley Brass are sure to convince the audience of all ages that music and reading go together 
like peanut butter and jelly. Come attend this concert for free, thanks to a grant from the Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council awarded by the Orange Cultural Council.  

North Quabbin Family Fun Day  Participants wanted to provide activities for ALL ages! Everything is free. 
Come, bring the whole family and have a blast! Saturday, May 10th at the Athol-Orange Elks Club in Or-
ange from 10 - 2 p.m. For more information contact Frances (978) 249-7661 or Cheryl (978) 544-1124.   
 

Geology Field Trip to Beryl Mine in Royalston on Saturday April 12. Chet Hall has invited the Club to visit 
the location which has produced the most spectacular Massachusetts mineral, the famous Blue Beryl. Bob 
Coyle will meet us at the Royalston Town Hall at 8:45 a.m. to lead us to the mine. Bring rock hammer, 
safety glasses, magnifying glasses and bags for collecting. Quartz, Feldspar, Biotite, Muscovite, Garnet and 
other semiprecious stones are all possibilities. 
 

Soup & Song! A Cabaret  Join us for an evening of fun, food and entertainment. Enjoy delicious homemade 
soups, breads, salad and other goodies made by fabulous cooks. Learn about North Quabbin Citizen Advo-
cacy for the first time! Share conversation with other people in Citizen Advocacy relationships, some new and 
some old. Hear music and singing from some of our community’s very talented performers. Make new friends 
too! Friday, April 4th at the Bethany Lutheran Church, 62 Cheney Street, Orange. Adults 6$ - Children 3$.  

45th Annual River Rat Race Join the fun involved with this 5-mile canoe race 
on the Miller’s River, described by some as "the world’s zaniest canoe race." 
Saturday & Sunday, April 12th & 13th! The parade begins at 9:30 a.m., & the 
race at 1 p.m. Specific information and registration forms are available at the 
event website www.riverratrace.org.  
Registration fee is $36.00. Racers can also register at the Athol Daily News (978) 249-3535. 
To participate in the parade call WJDF (978) 544-5335. Vendor permits through the Boards of 
Health, (978) 249-7934-Athol & (978) 544-1107-Orange.  
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10th Annual  North Quabbin Garl ic and Arts Fest ival  

The fest ival  that  st inks! 
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To apply, send cover letter and resume to: email: hr@atholhospital.org, fax: 978-249-5658 or mail: Human Re-
sources, Athol Memorial Hospital, 2033 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331. Please specify which position you are apply-
ing for. A JCAHO APPROVED EOE 

 
 

Training Active Bystanders (TAB) Quabbin Mediation and the volunteer youth trainers are offering a free 2-hour 
session in Training Active Bystanders, a home-grown curriculum that is changing our community. Contact us or see 
our website, www.quabbinmediation.org for more information or to to sign up for one of the three dates: April 26, 
May 1st, or May 3rd. TAB outlines skills for safely intervening to interrupt harm, develops bystander awareness of 
their power, and teaches how bystanders can generate positive actions by others. Being a positive bystander does 
not mean aggression against the aggressor. Participants practice skills such as speaking up, recruiting allies, sup-
porting the target and the harm-doer. The interactive curriculum includes discussion, role plays, games and exer-
cises. Call (978)544-6142 or e-mail susan@quabbinmediation.org. 
 

Fundraising Basics Workshop  on May 22nd from 9 a.m. to noon with the Institute for Nonprofit Development at 
Mount Wachusett Community College in Gardner. Do multiple demands and competing agendas leave your donors 
feeling like an ATM machine? In this non-credit workshop, you will learn the secrets of cultivation and stewardship 
which will help you maximize individual giving. Participants will also be able to create the framework for a cultivation 
and stewardship program to implement when they get back to their agencies. Course fee (includes materials) is 
$60. To register call (978) 840-3221 x216 or e-mail nonprofit@mwcc.mass.edu. 
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A contingent of local trainers is now available to offer a presentation to your staff or community group. Learn about 

the issues of sexual offending, how to prevent re-offense and best practices in the management of sex offend-
ers. Please contact Mark Fitzpatrick at (978) 249-3703 or by e-mail at Fitz@nqcc.org to schedule a training today. 

Nonprofit Town Hall Meeting: An Interactive Dialogue 
Nonprofit organizations throughout North Central Massachusetts are coming together at a local Nonprofit Town Hall 
meeting to network, grow collaboration and take action around national priorities for the U.S. nonprofit sector. The 
Nonprofit Town Hall will be held at the Athol-Orange Elks Club on Friday, April 18, 2008 from 9-11 a.m. and is one 
of many Town Halls being held during March and April 2008. The Nonprofit Town Hall is hosted by the Institute for 
Nonprofit Development at Mount Wachusett Community College and the North Quabbin Community Coalition, and 
sponsored by the Massachusetts Council of Human Service Providers. The Town Hall is part of the Nonprofit Con-
gress, an initiative of the National Council of Nonprofit Associations.  The Nonprofit Congress empowers individuals 
and nonprofits to act collectively for positive change. In 2006, input from leaders around the country identified the 

most significant concerns, or Top Priorities, regarding the viability and future of the nonprofit sector. This Town Hall 
is primarily for those leaders and their allies who are taking action on the priorities to converge and share ideas for 

collaboration, action, and impact throughout the nonprofit sector. 
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Apple Tree Release Workshop  Join Mount Grace and the Army Corps of Engineers, managers 
of the 4,500-acre Birch Hill WMA for a hands-on seminar demonstrating simple techniques for 
pruning and releasing wild apple trees, an important food resource for wildlife. Saturday, April 
26th at the Birch Hill Wildlife Management Area on New Boston Road in Winchendon from 9 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Meet at the Lake Dennison parking lot in Winchendon. For more information call (978) 
248-2053.  
 

Volunteer Tutor Orientation Come and find out how easy it is to become a volunteer tutor for a 
student in our community who wants to improve their reading and writing skills. Orientation is free. 
Monday, April 7th at the Athol Town Hall from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. For more information or to reg-
ister call (978) 249-5381.  
 

Digital Photography Workshop Saturday, May 10th from 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. & Saturday, May 
17th from 1 - 2:30 p.m. at Skyfields Arboretum, 1461 Old Keene Road, Athol. Learn the tricks 
of the trade of outdoor digital photography with Phillipston photographer Norm Eggert, who spe-
cializes in images of rural New England. The first day will begin with a basic overview and then 
focus on taking pictures of the wildflowers and woods around Skyfields. Participants can also re-
convene one week later to discuss and critique their photos with Norm. The workshop is free and 
is limited to 25 people (priority given to Mount Grace members). A sample of Norm Eggert's work 
can be found at www.eggphoto.com. For more information contact David Kotker (978) 248-2055 
x19 or email kotker@mountgrace.org/a>. 

Active Community Education (ACE) is a 10 week Volunteer/Leadership Training Program de-
signed to teach you skills to promote positive change within the community. This program is 
FREE and childcare and transportation are available! The program will cover the following top-
ics over the 10 weeks: Values Awareness; Communication & Listening Skills; Problem Solving; 
Advocating for Yourself & Others; Health Issues; Substance Abuse and Making a Difference in 
Your Community. Classes begin on April 10th and are on Thursdays from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at 
the Valuing Our Children Family Center, 217 Walnut Street in Athol. For more information call 
(978) 249-8467.  

Annual Luncheon Recognition 
 

The North Quabbin Communi ty Coal i tion wi l l  be awarding the 11th Annual  Barbara Corey 
Award at our Annual  Luncheon on June 20, 2008. Anyone interested in nominating someone for 

a recogni tion award is asked to contact the Coal i tion of f ice by M ay 1, 2008. 
 

The Barbara Corey Award is presented in honor of the first Coordinator of the Coalition from 1984 
until her retirement in 1997. Barbara Corey embodies the spirit of the Coalition because of her pas-
sion, her values, her commitment to humanity and her love of the North Quabbin region. This 
award is presented each year to someone in the North Quabbin Community who manifests these 
same characteristics. Previous award recipients are A llen Young, Carol Lauriat, Becky Bunker, Pat 
Larson, Richard Chaisson, Joanna Fisher, David Small, A lan Bowers, David Flint, and most recently 
in 2007, Bonnie Frank Hume. These are all people who have gone above and beyond in their com-
mitment to improving the quality of life for those living and working in the North Quabbin region. 
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Health Insurance Status & Filing Your 2007 Taxes Many people are anxious about what to put down 
on their taxes about the status of their health insurance. The Department of Revenue has an easy to un-
derstand video tutorial "virtual tour" to help you on their website. Anyone who may have questions about 
the tax penalties for 2007 should watch this. It explains very well how it all works and how to fill out the 
forms. Even people that didn©t have health insurance by the deadline should watch this tutorial, because 
they still might be able to avoid the penalty. The website is  www.mass.gov/dor If you don't have inter-
net access and have questions call the Mass DOR Hotline (800) 392-6089. Healthy Connections has 
put together a video to be aired on AOTV explaining Health Care Reform and the tax penalties. The 
video should be airing several times over the next few months. 
 

Join the North Quabbin Time Bank (NQTB)! Individual and Organizational Memberships are available. 
The NQTB is a simple on-line bartering system that allows members to exchange services and earn 
‘Time Dollars' which they can spend within the Time Bank. It's a cool way to exchange neighborly favors 
which builds trust, fulfils needs and strengthens the community. Organizational memberships are now 
available in the NQTB which means your volunteers could earn time dollars for working at your organiza-
tion! For more information, please contact Janelle at (804)539-1060 or email: nqtimebank@gmail.com. 
 

Family Wize Prescription Drug Cards The Athol Area United Way is participating with four local phar-
macies including Rite Aid, CVS, Family Health Mart, and Wal-Mart to provide Family Wize prescription 
drug cards to area residents. The cards provide discounts on many medications that lower the potential 
cost of every 8 -10 prescriptions by an average of 20% or more. The goal is to reduce the cost of medi-
cine for children, families, and individuals. There are no restrictions when using the card. You can use 
the card as often as you need, for any prescription, and for any family member. There is no income limit, 
age requirement, eligibility or registration required. Cards can also be obtained at the United Way office 
by calling (978)249-2353. In the first two months of the program there has been 336 prescriptions filled 
for cost savings of $2477.14. 
 

DIAL/SELF Teen Services – North Quabbin continues to expand its services to the North Quabbin area 
families and youth. With our new Transitional Living Program, otherwise known as the Step Program, we 
welcome Nafeeza Lexington as our new Youth Worker and After Care Specialist. Nafeeza, an experi-
enced Youth Worker from our Greenfield/Turners Falls Step Program, has joined our North Quabbin 
team to facilitate older homeless, run-a-way and at-risk youth as they transition to living independently in 
safe, stable circumstances. For a consultation, please contact Nafeeza Lexington and/or Val LaBelle, 
Program Director at (978) 544-1800 or stop by our office at 15 East Main St. in Orange. All referrals wel-
come! All our services are free! 
 

Women’s Health Network is currently enrolling income eligible uninsured and underinsured women to 
be screened at no cost for yearly mammograms and pap tests. To enroll contact Franklin County Home 
Care Corp @ (978) 544-2259. 
 

Men’s Health Partnership is currently enrolling men to be screened at no cost for cardiovascular and 
prostate exams. Proof of income and insurance status is not required. To enroll contact Franklin County 
Home Care Corp. @ (978) 544-2259.  

� � � �� ��� � 	 �� 
 � � 
 � ��
 

Franklin County Home Care can be a lifesaver for elders, caregivers and persons with disabilities as the 
“Silver Tsunami” builds. The “Silver Tsunami” is the Social Security Administration's description of the rapidly 
increasing number of people age 60 and older. Looking ahead fifteen years in Franklin County Greenfield's 
number of people age 60+ will increase 40%; Deerfield 59.9%; Charlemont 91.7%; Leverett 107.2% and 
that's just the beginning! Franklin County Home Care provides in-home care, Meals on Wheels, payment for 
caregivers—even family members—personal care, free health screenings for men and women and so much 
more! FCHCC gives elders & persons with disabilities choice and caregivers some peace of mind just when 
they feel they might be going under. We're glad to throw you a line! Just contact us to see how we can help! 
For more information contact FCHCC (413)773-5555 or (978)-544-2259 info@fchcc.org or www.fchcc.org. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monthly services and activities include: Meals on Wheels/Congregated Dining; Foot Screenings; SHINE; 
Brown Bag; Grandparents Raising Grandchildren; Elder Peer Counseling; Free Legal Assistance; Money Man-
agement; MEDRides; Senior Transportation; Serve Food Program; Bingo; Senior Fitness and much more. 

 

AARP Tax-Aide  Volunteers will be providing free tax return preparation at the senior center. Please call (978) 
249-8986 for an appointment. 
 

For a complete list of services and activities through the Council On Aging call (978) 249-8986. 
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584 Main Street, Athol 

Contact: Cathy Savoy, Director (978) 249-8986 
 

Blood Pressure Clinics 
(Also sponsored by the Athol Board of Health) 

April 2, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

April 9, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

April 16, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

April 23, 2008 Lakeside Apartments 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

 � � � � � 
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135 E. Main Street, Orange 

(978) 544-1113 

 

Foot Screenings  April 10th & 11th, 8:30 - 11 a.m. $5 donation requested. Bring a towel. Please call (978) 544-
1113 for an appointment. (2nd Thurs & 2nd Fri of the month) 
 

Hearing Clinic  April 9th (2nd Wed. of the month) 
 

Brown Bag  April 23rd from 10:45 -12 p.m. (4th Wed. of the month) 
 

Blood Pressure screening on April 3rd  from 1 - 1:30 p.m.  (1st Thursday of the month) 
 

Walking Program Walk daily during COA business hours. Check in at office first please. 
 

For a complete list of services provided through the Orange Council on Aging call (978) 544-1113. 

Quilting every Tuesday from 9:30 - 11:30 am 
 

Rug Braiding every Thursday from 9:30 - 11:30 am   

Low-Income &  Social Secur ity recipients must file a 2007 tax  
return to receive the Economic Stimulus Check 

·  How do people qualify for a stimulus tax rebate check? 
 Generally a person has to have more than $3,000 in income. Even if a person does not have 
 any earned income they can still qualify for a stimulus tax rebate check if their Social Security 
 benefits, Veteran's Affairs (VA) benefits, and/or railroad retirement benefits equal at least $3,000 
 annually. 
·  To qualify, they must file a 2007 tax return on IRS Forms 1040 or  1040A with the IRS  
 (even if their income is normally low enough that they are not required to file).  
·  I f they file a tax return, how much are they eligible for?  
 In most cases, they will get payments ranging from $300 to $600.  Payments increase by $300  
 for families with dependent children under the age of 17.  
 

For more information or to find out how you can get someone to help you with your taxes, contact one 
of the Councils on Aging at the numbers listed above and below. 



State Government 
(for the North Quabbin Region) 

 

Governor Deval Patr ick       (617) 725-4005 
Office of the Governor 
State House, Room 360, Boston, MA 02133 
Email: GOffice@state.ma.us 
 

Senator  Stephen Brewer   (617) 722-1540 
Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick, Athol 
State House, Room 216, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: stephen.brewer@massmail.state.ma.us 
 

Senator  Stanley Rosenberg   (617) 722-1532 
Wendell, Erving, New Salem 
State House, Room 320, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: Sen.StanRosenberg@senate.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Chr is Donelan    (978)-544-2180  
Erving, Orange, Athol, Warwick 
186 Walnut Hill Rd., Orange, MA 01364 
Email: rep.christopherdonelan@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Anne Gobi    (800) 650-4624                          
Petersham, Phillipston 
State House, Rm. 473F, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: Rep.AnneGobi@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Robert L . Rice, Jr . 
Royalston            
State House, Rm. 33 Boston, MA 02133 
Email: Rep.RobertRice@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Stephen Kulik    (413) 665-7200                     
New Salem, Wendell              
1 Sugarloaf Street, S. Deerfield, MA 01373  
Email: Rep.StephenKulik@hou.state.ma.us 

NQCC Advisory Board 

Fran Gromelski (President) - Community Transit Services 
Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ Lloyd (Vice President) - Athol Congregational Church  
Donna Liebl - Franklin County Home Care Corp. 
Kathleen Hardie - Valuing Our Children  
Sharon Tracy - Quabbin Mediation 
Frances Graziano - A-R Community Partnerships for Children 
Pat Roix - Chair of Valuing Our Children’s Board  
Chief Tim Anderson - Athol Police Department 
Pat Moore - Gr. Athol Area Adv. for Families w/ Special Needs 
Shirley Hebert - Community/Business Representative 
Steve Raymond - North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce 
Steve Penka - Athol Memorial Hospital  
Chief Brian Spear - Orange Police Department 
Charlie Winters - Athol Area United Way 
Rev. Dan Dibble - Warwick Metcalf Chapel  

COALITION  MEMBERSHIP 
Membership in the Coalition is open to all agencies, religious 
communities, business and industry, government officials, civic 
groups and other interested individuals and organizations. The 
Coalition holds monthly meetings (the third Friday of every month 
except July & August) on relevant topics, facilitates monthly task 
forces on critical local issues, publishes a monthly newsletter, 
provides resource materials, networking services and advocacy 
efforts on behalf of Coalition issues. The North Quabbin Commu-
nity Coalition is an affiliate of Valuing Our Children. The Coalition 
is funded in part by the generous contributions of members; 
Mass Dept. of Public Health; the Executive Office for Public 
Safety; the Department of Social Service's Community Connec-
tions; the Greater Worcester Community Foundation; The Health 
Foundation of Central Mass., the Central Mass. AHEC; Franklin/
Hampshire Regional Employment Board P-21 Initiative; UMass 
Medical School Office of Community Programs; Health Care For 
All's Watch Your Mouth Campaign.  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submissions to the newslet-
ter is always the third Friday of the month 
prior to the upcoming newsletter. Bring it to 
the monthly meeting, email it or fax it to us. This 
is a community newsletter so your input, adver-
tisements and announcements etc... are always 
welcomed and encouraged.  

Thank You! 

Task Force Mtg. Schedule 
 

C.A.R.E (Violence Prevention)  
Mon. April 7th @ 9:30 a.m. at the PATCH office,  

423 Main Street, Athol 
 

DENTAL TASK FORCE 
May 14 12 noon @NQCC Office 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Wed. April 30th @ 4:30 p.m. at the Orange Town Hall 
 

YOUTH POLICY BOARD (YPB) 
Thurs. April 17th @ 9:00 a.m. at NQCC 

 

NQ CAN (Comprehensive Access Network) 
Mon. April 28th @ 10 a.m. at Athol Memorial Hospital 

 

NORTH QUABBIN TOURISM PARTNERSHIP 
TBA ~ Held at the North Quabbin 

Chamber of Commerce, 512 Main Street, Athol 
 

NQ SEX OFFENDER MGNT. COMMUNITY ADV. COUNCIL 
Tues. May 13th @ 4 p.m. at the NQCC Office 

10 School Street, Athol 
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Federal Government 
(for the North Quabbin Region) 

U.S. Senator  Edward Kennedy   (617) 565-3170 
2400 JFK Federal Building, Boston, MA 02203   
Email: Senator@kennedy.senate.gov 
 

U.S. Senator  John Kerry   (413) 785-4610                            
Fed. Bldg, 1550 Main St., Springfield, MA 01101 
Website: www.kerry.senate.gov 
 

Congressman John Olver    (978) 342-8722 
463 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420   
Website: www.house.gov/olver/contact/ 



 
NORTH QUABBIN  
COMMUNITY COALITION 
10 School Street 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

 NON-PROFIT 
PRESORTED 
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ATHOL MA 01331 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The Nor th Quabbin Community Coalition  
is a community-wide alliance committed to  

improving the quality of life for all those living 
and working in the North Quabbin region. 


