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The November Coalition meeting hosted the annual Legislative Roundtable. The group met with Senator
Stephen Brewer, Representatives Christopher Donelan and Anne Gobi and Legislative Aide, Paul Dunphy
from Representative Stephen Kulik’s office. The focus of the discussion was primarily on the economy and
the impact of the coming winter on many of the area’s low to moderate income residents. With soaring gaso-
line prices, costs for many other goods and services are expected to rise. Aswinter approaches, many are
concerned with the costs of heating their homes and limited resources for assistance. As seniors, families and
individuals struggle to make ends meet often having to choose between health care, food and fuel, it iseven
more critical that services are available for those in need.

Thelocal economy isoneimportant element to the region’s future growth. Access to technology for even
the smallest business enterprises and incentives for business development in the region are both clearly at the
forefront of the Legislative delegation’s interests. Developing alternativesto an oil based economy isimpera-
tive and our area hosts many innovative approaches to sustainable energy resources.

Asthe Commonwealth weighs the costs versus the benefits of issues like casino gambling, the more press-
ing needs of rural communities can risk being lost. The North Quabbin region isfortunate to have therepre-
sentation at the state level that isvery much in tune with the local people and the region’s needs.



Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ Lloyd was presented with the Representative Christopher Donelan presented
Innovation Award by Advisory Board member, Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ LIoyd with a Citation from the
Trish Sylvia, on behalf of GAAAFSN. House of Representatives and also, on behalf of
Senator Brewer who could not attend, a Citation

from the Senate.
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Save The Date - The Community Coalition for Teens is pleased to announce that Mahar Regional School will be
hosting the 17th Annual Youth Conference in the Middle School wing on Thursday, May 8, 2008 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
This will be a great opportunity for the school and the North Quabbin community to welcome approximately 300
youth and adults from all Franklin County/North Quabbin districts and beyond. For more information contact Joyce
Fulmer (978) 544-6912.

Congenial, Convivial Creativity Bring your knitting, watercolors, musical instruments, spinning wheels, pastels,
whittling knife, felting gear, you name it, and spend an afternoon hanging out at the Center with other creative folk
of the North Quabbin. Sunday, Dec. 9th from 1 - 5 p.m. Come whenever you like; leave whenever you must.
There'll be coffee and water for tea, plus a boom box for sharing your favorite CDs. For more information contact
Lynn Harper at (978)249-9436 or harperlynn@msn.com.

Athol Christmas Bird Count & Count Tally all day Sat. Dec. 15th Please contact Dave Small at
Dave@dhsmall.net or (978)413-1772 so teams can be set up for this annual event. Feeder watchers may call in
their day® sightings to the Environmental Center message machine (978)248-9491. Leave your address, where
birds were observed and a return phone number. Team leaders may pick up their zone folders and meet their
crews at Cinnamon® Restaurant, 491 Main Street in Athol to leave by 7:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend the
Tally and pot luck dinner at 4:30 p.m.! Bring a dish to share and meet with interesting friends as we tally the day’s
observations. Feeder watchers may call in their day® sightings anytime before 5:00 p.m. that day.

Also, A visit
from Santa

Claus around
1p.m. For moreinformation or to reserve a table (as spaceis limited)
please contact Town Manager, David Ames at
tmgr @townofathol.org or (978) 249-2496.

Co-Sponsored by:

Athol Town Manager

North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce
North Quabbin Community Coalition ,”‘
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Call For Volunteers! Volunteers are needed to help prepare and deliver Christmas Dinners to peoples homes on
Christmas Day. There are a committed bunch of volunteers that pull this together every Christmas, but more help is
always needed! For more information or to volunteer please contact Cathy Savoy at the Athol Council on Aging
(978) 249-8986 or email coa@townofathol.org.

Call For Volunteers! Community Action volunteer tax counselors help low income households prepare their 2007
tax returns, using tax preparation software. Volunteer counselors provide the assistance in accordance with IRS
gwdellnes and applicable Community Action policies. Responsibilities are as follows:

Complete Basic tax law training and certification. Total time to complete training and certification exam for the

first time is 10-15 hours. Returning volunteers need to take and pass refresher course (1-3 hours).

Participate in electronic filing software training (estimated 3 hours).

Directly prepare customer’s returns based on information provided by customer.

Prepare only those tax returns for which training and certification were provided.

Maintain confidentiality of customer information.

Ensure a copy of completed return (s) is provided to customer.

Adhere to Title VI by not denying service to anyone based on race, color, sex, age, national origin, or disability.

How To Set Up An Endowment Fund Franklin County Home Care Corp seeks to set up its own endowment
fund. The first step in preparing this estate planning educational program will be a presentation by well-known elder
law expert, Hyman Darling of Bacon & Wilson, PC/Springfield & Northampton. This free presentation for lawyers
and financial planners will be held on December 10th, 4:30-6:00 p.m. at Hope and Olive Restaurant in
Greenfield. Reservations are required. The title of Atty Darling's presentation is “Estate Planning, Charitable Giving
and Related Issues with Medicaid, following the passage of the Deficit Reduction Act.” Interested persons should
call FCHCC (800-732-4636) or Franklin County Bar Association (413-773-9839) to make a reservation.

= $" %% & ( #
! #$ "#' % &
() #$ nyg ! + ’(
#$ "# L+ % & ' ) T
)+ O #$ . #! , 0L *
) + # 4! 2 -, ), a
_ #3 "$ 4 % & ' 15
|
) + 0 #e ! a I # 6)
) + #S ] #6)
1 4$3 gl ox! 2 7'# +
/18 "l 6) , 2 | #
4 #3
) 4*# )) ) .2
#)
& 7 & % &
)+ 6 % & *9
& ! i
) &
) & 2

To apply, send cover letter and resume to: email: hr@atholhospital.org, fax: 978-249-5658 or mail: Hu-
man Resources, Athol Memorial Hospital, 2033 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331. Please specify which posi-

tion you are applying for. A JCAHO APPROVED EOE
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2008 Nurturing Program Valuing Our Children is currently taking applications for this 18 week class for families.
Parents meet with trained facilitators, while children engage in fun group learning activities. January—June from
10 - 1 p.m. at the VOC Family Center, 217 Walnut Street, Athol. The program is free. Lunch is served, transpor-
tation is available. For more information or an application contact Regan (978) 249-8467.

Active Community Education (ACE) Program Helping people to learn skills in promoting positive change within
the community. Applications are now available and classes are beginning early 2008. ACE is a volunteer/leadership
training program with classes held on Thursdays from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Valuing Our Children Family
Center, 217 Walnut Street, Athol. For more information or an application contact Regan (978) 249-8467. The pro-
gram is free and transportation and child care are available.

Youth Conference Coordinator Community Coalition for Teens seeks organized, motivated and energetic individ-
ual to coordinate the 17™ Annual Youth Conference mid-December ‘07-late May ‘08. Recruit/work with teen planning
committee to organize conference at Mahar Regional School (Orange) for up to 300 youth and adults from all over
Western MA. Qualifications: Experience facilitating youth groups and event planning. Knowledge of adolescent
health and experiential education preferred. Excellent communication and organizational skills; reliable transporta-
tion; Bachelors preferred. 10-15 hours/week, temporary position at $13.25/hour. Send cover letter and resume to
FRCOGI/CCT, 425 Main Street, Suite 20, Greenfield, MA 01301 by December 7th or until position is filled. AA/EOE

The Patch Parents@ ouncil is a support group consisting of concerned caregivers and parents in the NQ
area. Information and referral, support, leadership, and social connections are all important parts of

the mission of the group to have all families and social services to partner for a better commu-

nity! Meetings take place on the second Tuesday of the month. Dinner and childcare provided at the
Patch Office, 423 Main Street, Athol! Feel free to join us! For more information contact Heather
McCauley (978) 249-5071.

@ Many people are anxious about having to pay a tax penalty for being uninsured. The good news is that few
@ people will be subject to the tax penalty of about $219 for 2007. There are some frequently asked questions
about the tax penalty that Healthy Connections can help answer.

If you are enrolled in any health insurance policy that starts before December 31, you will avoid the pen-
alty; this includes anyone on MassHealth, Medicare, Commonwealth Care, retirement plans, or insurance
provided by an employer.

Anyone who is eligible for a state-sponsored health insurance program (Commonwealth Care or Mass-
Health), but has chosen not enroll in a plan, may possibly be assessed a tax penalty.

Many people will be exempted from the tax penalty because the insurance provided by their employer is
considered unaffordable by the state. If you have questions about the affordability guidelines you should
call Healthy Connections.

Enroliment for any of the state-sponsored insurance programs is continuous; anyone can apply at any
time. Enroliment didn't end on 11/15/07.

If you are not required to file state income taxes, you won't be assessed a tax penalty.

If you are penalized this year and remain uninsured next year, the penalty will significantly increase next
year. Call Healthy Connections to discuss your options.

@ The Free Care / Uncompensated Care program has not ended. Its name has changed to the Health Safety
@ Net and its rules have changed as well. The Health Safety Net is still not considered health insurance. Call us @
for more information.

Healthy Connections is located in Aubuchon Plaza, Orange (978) 249-5634
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o ¥ 135 E. Main Street, Orange
) /(@ (978) 544-1113
Q Sewing/Quilting/Knitting Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Rug Braiding Thursday from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Foot Screenings December 13th & 14th, 8:30 - 11 a.m. $5 donation requested. Bring a towel. Please call (978)
544-1113 for an appointment. (2nd Thurs & 2nd Fri of the month)

Hearing Clinic December 12th (2nd Wed. of the month)
Brown Bag December 26th from 10:45 -12 p.m. (4th Wed. of the month)

Blood Pressure screening on December 6th from 1 - 1:30 p.m. (1st Thursday of the month)

Walking Program Walk daily during COA business hours. Check in at office first please.

For a complete list of services provided through the Orange Council on Aging call (978) 544-1113.

Summit ElderCare
Summit ElderCare is an insurance, medical and social support program all in one convenient package for frail elders
who would othenwise be placed in a nursing home. Its a model of care that works through a care plan developed by an
interdisciplinary team of specialists in geriatric care. SE provides complete medical care including FULL coverage for pre-
scription drugs and provides the in-home and medical help a caregiver needs to keep their loved one at home —including
assistance with bathing and dressing and socialization at our Adult Day Health Centers.

SE is a PACE program (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly), one of just 40 in the United States, and is spon-
sored by Fallon Community Health Plan, however, potential enrollees do not need to be Fallon members. We are very
excited about our new Adult Day Health Center which will be opening early 2007 on Cinerma Drive in Leominster, MA.
This will be the third Summit ElderCare facility, joining the East Mountain Street, Worcester and the Masonic Drive, Charl-
ton locations. If you'd like more information about our program, please call Cynthia Kingdon at (508)368-9142. You can
also visit our website: summiteldercare.org or call us at (800)698-7566 (TDDYTTY: (800)889-4106).

584 Main Street, Athol )
Contact: Cathy Savoy, Director (978) 249-8986 o=

Blood Pressure Clinics
(Also sponsored by the Athol Board of Health)

December 5, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
December 12, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
December 19, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
December 26, 2007 Lakeside Apartments 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Flu Clinic Tuesday, December 4th at Liberty Hall from 3 - 5 p.m.
Brown Bag December 26th at Liberty Hall from 11 - 11:30 a.m.

Christmas Dinner Cooked & Delivered to your door! For seniors and those who are disabled. To reserve a
meal and have it delivered call Cathy (978) 249-8986 by December 20th!

For a complete list of services and activities through the Council On Aging call (978) 249-8986.
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for submissions to the newsletter
is always the third Friday of the month prior to
the upcoming newsletter. Bring it to the monthly
meeting, email it or fax it to us. This is a community
newsletter so your input, advertisements and an-
nouncements etc... are always welcomed and en-
couraged.

Thank Youl!

Federal Government
(for the North Quabbin Region)
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy (617) 565-3170
2400 JFK Federal Building, Boston, MA 02203
Email: Senator@kennedy.senate.gov

U.S. Senator John Kerry (413) 785-4610
Fed. Bldg, 1550 Main St., Springfield, MA 01101
Website: www.kerry.senate.gov

Congressman John Olver (978) 342-8722
463 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420
Website: www.house.gov/olver/contact/

COALITION MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Coalition is open to all agencies, religious
communities, business and industry, government officials, civic
groups and other interested individuals and organizations. The
Coalition holds monthly meetings (the third Friday of every month
except July & August) on relevant topics, facilitates monthly task
forces on critical local issues, publishes a monthly newsletter,
provides resource materials, networking services and advocacy
efforts on behalf of Coalition issues. The North Quabbin Commu-
nity Coalition is an affiliate of Valuing Our Children. The Coalition
is funded in part by the generous contributions of members;
Mass Dept. of Public Health; the Executive Office for Public
Safety; the Department of Social Service's Community Connec-
tions; the Greater Worcester Community Foundation; The Health
Foundation of Central Mass., the Central Mass. AHEC; Franklin/
Hampshire Regional Employment Board P-21 Initiative; UMass
Medical School Office of Community Programs; The Federal
Health Resource Services Administration; Health Care For All's
Watch Your Mouth Campaign.

Sate Government
(for the North Quabbin Region)

Governor Deval Patrick (617) 725-4005
Office of the Governor

State House, Room 360, Boston, MA 02133
Email: GOffice@state.ma.us

Senator_Stephen Brewer (617) 722-1540
Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick, Athol
State House, Room 216, Boston, MA 02133

Email: stephen.brewer@massmail.state.ma.us

Senator_Stanley Rosenberg (617) 722-1532
Wendell, Erving, New Salem

State House, Room 320, Boston, MA 02133
Email: Sen.StanRosenberg@senate.state.ma.us

Rep. ChrisDonelan  (978)-544-2180
Erving, Orange, Athol, Warwick

186 Walnut Hill Rd., Orange, MA 01364
Email: rep.christopherdonel an@hou.state.ma.us

Rep. Anne Gobi  (800) 650-4624
Peter sham, Phillipston

State House, Rm. 146, Boston, MA 02133
Email: Rep.AnneGobi @hou.state.ma.us

Rep. Robert L. Rice, Jr.
Royalston

State House, Rm. 33 Boston, MA 02133
Email: Rep.RobertRice@hou.state.ma.us
Rep. Stephen Kulik  (413) 665-7200
New Salem, Wendell

1 Sugarloaf Street, S. Deerfield, MA 01373
Email: Rep.StephenKulik@hou.state.ma.us

NOQCC Advisory Board

Fran GromelskKi (president) - Community Transit Services

Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ LIoyd (vice President) - Athol Congregational Church
Donna Liebl - Franklin County Home Care Corp.

Kathleen Hardie - Valuing Our Children

Sharon Tracy - Quabbin Mediation

Frances Graziano - A-R Community Partnerships for Children
Joe Hawkins - Athol Area YMCA

Pat Roix - Valuing Our Children’s Board of Directors

Chief Tim Anderson - Athol Police Department

Pat Moore - Gr. Athol Area Adv. for Families w/ Special Needs
Shirley Hebert - Community/Business Representative

Steve Raymond - North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce
Steve Penka - Athol Memorial Hospital

Chief Brian Spear - Orange Police Department

Charlie Winters - Athol Area United Way

Rev. Dan Dibble - Warwick Metcalf Chapel

Task Force Mtg. Schedule

C.A.R.E (Violence Prevention)
Mon. Dec. 3rd @ 9:30 am. at the PATCH office,
423 Main Street, Athol

DENTAL TASK FORCE
Wed. Jan. 9th @ Noon at NQCC office
10 School Street, Athol

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Wed. Jan. 25th @ 5:00 p.m. at the Coalition office,
10 School Street, Athol

YOUTH POLICY BOARD (YPB)
Thurs. Dec 20th @ 9:00 am. at the NQCC office,
10 School Street, Athol

NQ CAN (Comprehensive Access Networ k)
Mon. Dec. 17th @ 10 am. at Athol Memorial Hospital

NORTH QUABBIN TOURISM PARTNERSHIP
Mon. Dec. 10th @ 3:30 p.m. at the North Quabbin
Chamber of Commerce, 512 Main Street, Athol

NQ SEX OFFENDER MGNT. COMMUNITY ADV. COUNCIL
Tues. Jan. 14th @ 4 p.m. at the NQCC Office
10 School Street, Athol
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NORTH QUABBIN NON-PROFIT
PRESORTED

COMMUNITY COALITION STANDARD MAIL
10 School Street PERMIT#21
ATHOL MA 01331

Athol, MA 01331

Mission Satement

The North Quabbin Community Coalition
Isa community-wide alliance committed to
improving the quality of lifefor all those living
and working in the North Quabbin region.



