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Coalition
M eeting
March 21, 2008

9-11am.
Athol-Orange Elks Club
92 New Athol Rd. (Rt. 2A)
Orange, MA 01364

Driving directions can be
found at www.nqcc.org

Community

Solutions for
Foster Care

in the North
Quabbin Region

North Quabbin Community Coalition
Working to improve the quality of life in the North Quabbin.

10 School Street R:angggggr?docrg org
Athol, MA 01331 ‘ )

Jennifer@ngcc.org

Fx: (978) 575-0474
(978) Fitz@ngcc.org

Please submit your announce-
mentsin paragraph form (1-2
paragraphs per submission).
The deadline for submitting
announcementsis alwaysthe
3rd Friday of the month prior
to the upcoming month’s
newsletter.
Preferred method of
submission is email to
Stephanie@nqcc.org. They may
also be faxed to (978) 575-0474
or mailed to NQCC, 10 School
Street, Athol, MA 01331.

Rebecca’s Ramblings

The February forum of the North Quabbin Community Coalition featured a presentation
on the Myths and Redlities of Sex Offenders Within Our Community. The NQCC has em-
barked on the next phase of the Sexual Assault Prevention Project, which has focused for
the past four years on the prevention of child sexual abuse. Community trainings have been
based on the model that promotes adult responsibility in a community to keep children safe.
The Sex Offender Management Project takes this model to the next level in that the focusis
on keeping the community safe by preventing re-offending by known offenders.

The NQCC was awarded a grant by the Executive Office of Public Safety to support hir-
ing a Sex Offender Management Coordinator (Mark Fitzpatrick). The goa isto develop a
comprehensive approach to the management of offenders within the region. A local Council
was formed that looks at recognized best practice in the field and to promote policy that sup-
ports prevention efforts. Mark’ sroleis currently focused on developing and implementing
community education; supporting local law enforcement; working to provide specialized sex
offender treatment locally; and to work with local clergy on developing Safe Congregation
protocols.

Many people believe that most offenders are registered on the Mass. State Registry and
that law enforcement officials provide close monitoring of all those registered. Many be-
lieve that the court system has placed restrictions on where offenders can live, work and
what kind of contact they may have with children and others. These are simply myths. Only
15 % of offenders are actually tried and convicted of a sexua offense leaving 85% of of -
fenders unnoticed within the community. Only 2% of offenders are actually monitored by
way of parole or probation and even less offenders have restrictions as to residence or em-
ployment.

Many facts are still unknown as to why these offenders commit such acts. Some of the
facts that we do know are that offenders can be prevented from re-offending. Specialized
treatment for sex offendersis available locally and, although certainly not a cure, can help to
monitor progress and the safety of those around the offender. Stress, and an offender’s own
response to that stress, can create an increased risk of relapse and a cycle which can spiral
negatively toward are-offense. When offenders have access to stable employment, housing
and other socia supports they are much lesslikely to re-offend.

The North Quabbin region has been recognized as a statewide leader in the prevention of
sexual assault particularly against children, but there is still much more to learn. It isimpor-
tant that every member of the community recognize warning signs and take action. The
NQCC has trained an additional group of local trainers who can provide avariety of training
topics to meet the needs of any community group. An educated community resultsin a safer
community for everyone.



A contingent of local trainers is now available to offer a presentation to your staff or community
group. Learn about the issues of sexual offending, how to prevent re-offense and best practices in
the management of sex offenders. Please contact Mark Fitzpatrick at (978) 249-3703 or by e-mail at
Fitz@ngcc.org to schedule a training today.
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Dedicated in Memoriam to Dr. P. David Muzzey

Saturday, March 8, 2008
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Athol-Orange Elks Club
92 New Athol Road, Orange

ALL FREE!

Opento ALL residents of the North Quabbin region!
Athol, Orange, Erving, New Salem, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick & Wendell

North Quabbin Oral Health Hero Award Presentations!

Get your photo taken with

Dental Screenings Arts & Crafts
Face Painting Door Prizes
Child I.D. Program with Iris Scan

Lots of Fun & Educational Activities!

Sponsored by: The North Quabbin Community Coalition Dental Task Force
Cornerstone Insurance Orange Oil Co. Health Care For All's Watch Your Mouth Campaign
NELCWIT Franklin County Sheriff's Office  WJDF 97.3 FM  Athol Memorial Hospital ~ Valuing Our Children
First Call For Help  A-R Community Partnerships for Children Orange Community Partnerships for Children
WIC North Quabbin Patch  Other local providers, businesses & volunteers

For more information call (978) 249-3703
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Power Point Workshop Ever wonder how to get those wonderful digital images out there on the large screen for
all to see? Dave Small will show us how easy it can be bring a laptop if you have one. Saturday, March 8th from 9-
11 a.m. at the Millers River Environmental Center.Donation: $3 members, $5 non-members. Contact
Dave@dhsmall.net to sign up: Registration is limited.

Mystery Theater Night Come join an evening of intrigue, laughs, hors d'oeuvres and beverages with friends.
Ticket Cost: $20 per person. Friday, March 14, 2008 Athol-Orange Elk’s Lodge, in Orange. Social Hour 6 — 7
p.m., Showtime is at 7 p.m. All proceeds to benefit the North Quabbin Adult Day Health Services. For more infor-
mation contact Gardner VNA (978) 632-1230.

Congenial, Convivial Creativity Join us at the Millers River Environmental Center on Sunday, March 9th from
1 -5 p.m. - bring your knitting, watercolors, musical instruments, spinning wheels, pastels, whittling knife, felting
gear, you name it, and spend an afternoon hanging out with other creative folk of the North Quabbin. Come when-
ever you like; leave whenever you must. There® be coffee and water for tea, plus a boom box for sharing your fa-
vorite CDs. Second Sundays of the month. For more information call or write Lynn Harper, (978)249-9436 or
harperlynn@msn.com.

Hands Across North Quabbin Network (HANDS) Action Forum on May 3 from 10 a.m.— 4 p.m. at Mahar Re-
gional School in Orange. HANDS' mission is to help local residents with competing ideas develop the capacity to
address pressing community problems by finding common ground. To accomplish this mission, HANDS focuses on
changing the civic culture that surrounds our local democracy. All cultures consist of an interlinked set of norms, val-
ues, beliefs and skills that inform social structure. We have a vision of a civic culture where a significant percentage
of North Quabbin residents are skilled in carrying out methods that build consensus among residents of different
backgrounds and points of view over how to address our region's toughest problems. The Action Forum will intro-
duce a new method for building consensus among a large and diverse group of people around: (a) What are our
priority goals? (b) What are the underlying forces that block our community from achieving these goals? and, (c)
What are the actions that can overcome these blocking forces? People who participate in this event will be exposed
to a method that can be used to build solid agreement and focused action in their personal and professional lives.
For further information call Charlie Winters at (978)249-2553.

17th Annual Youth Conference This year's theme is ‘Spark Thought, Create Change'. May 8th at Mahar Middle
School in Orange. For more information about the conference call Lani Blechman (413) 774-1194 x 118 or
youthconference@frcog.org.

Walk To Raise Funds for the Meals on Wheels Program. The need for Meals on Wheels is increasing more rapidly
than the funding for the program, so maybe you can help them raise some money? Walk alone, in groups or as a
team. Prizes, refreshments and a ton of fun. Saturday, May 30th from 8 - 11 a.m. at the Franklin County Techni-
cal School in Turners Falls. To get your walking papers contact Franklin County Home Care Corp. (978) 544-2259
or (413)773-5555.

North Quabbin Family Fun Day Participants wanted to provide activities for ALL ages! Everything is free. Come,
bring the whole family and have a blast! Saturday, May 10th at the Athol-Orange Elks Club in Orange from 10 -
2 p.m. For more information contact Frances (978) 249-7661 or Cheryl (978) 544-1124.

What isthe Flu? What if | Get the Flu?
$ % & &

Save The Datel

5th Annual Food-a-Thon

Tuesday, April 8th
6am. -6p.m.
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For moreinformation call 1 # $ % & " N :
Rick Kwiatkowski ;- (! AR ! :
(978) 544-1100 ' -

To volunteer at any of the |
drop-off sites call I

Carol Courvilleat A.O.T.V. |
(978) 249-4470 !

n #
This information was obtained from the Mass. Dept. of Public Health's website.
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To apply, send cover letter and resume to: email: hr@atholhospital.org, fax: 978-249-5658 or mail: Human Re-
sources, Athol Memorial Hospital, 2033 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331. Please specify which position you are apply-
ing for. AJCAHO APPROVED EOE

NELCWIT Domestic Violence Intervention Project Advocate Approximately 8 shifts per month. Weekday over-
nights, Monday through Friday, 8 p.m. — 7 a.m. 24 hour coverage on weekends and Monday holidays. Rate of pay:
Friday overnight, Saturday, and Sunday shifts, 8 p.m.-7 a.m. and 7 a.m.-8 p.m.: $24.38 per shift. Weekday over-
nights, 8 p.m.-7 a.m.: $19.48 per shift. Hourly rate for emergency calls: $14.75 per hour. For a more complete job
description visit http://www.nelcwit.org/employment.htm. Please send letter of interest and resume by 3/12/08.
Email to info@nelcwit.org, with “DVIP Hiring Committee” in subject line, or mail to DVIP Hiring Committee, NEL-
CWIT, PO Box 520, Greenfield MA 01302. AA/EOE/ADA. People of color encouraged to apply.

Executive Director The House of Peace & Education, Inc. (HOPE), a non-profit, interfaith community-based organi-
zation whose mission is to counteract violence through education, mentoring and leadership development, seeks a
dynamic Executive Director. Qualified candidate must have a strong commitment to the mission and principles of
promoting peace and education, excellent written and oral communication skills, and proven skills in management,
fundraising and grant writing/management. Bachelor's Degree required Master's preferred; minimum five years ex-
perience in nonprofit or educational setting. Salary commensurate with experience. No phone calls. Send both pa-
per and electronic cover letter and résumé by March 7, 2008, to Patricia Harmon, Harmon Consulting Group, 88
Sagamore Rd.., Worcester, MA 01609, pjharmon@charter.net. House of Peace & Education, Inc., 20 Barthel
Ave., Gardner, MA 01440 is an equal opportunity employer www.hopegardner.org.

Volunteers Needed for The Money Management Program to act as ‘Bill Payers' for Franklin County and North
Quabbin Elders. Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity where you can make your own schedule and still reap
the rewards of helping someone who needs assistance managing their money? The Money Management Program
is what you're looking for. There are people in your community who are in need of your assistance with bill paying,
sorting bills and balancing their checkbooks. Training, on going support and monitoring services are provided. Con-
sider this flexible and rewarding opportunity. For more information, contact Lorraine York-Edberg, Program Director
at (413)773-5555, ext. 275.

TeenLine Youth Worker 20-30 hrs/wk The North Quabbin TeenLine Youth Worker is responsible for providing a
variety of services to street, homeless, and other at-risk youth, and families, including: Resource & Referral ser-
vices, crisis intervention, outreach, case coordination, Drop-In Center services, and advocacy. $12.75 - $13.25 per
hour. Excellent benefits package. To apply send cover letter & resume to David Voegle, Dial/Self, 196 Federal
Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 or email director@dialself.org. Please include which position you are applying for.
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cont.

Advanced Grant Writing Workshop on March 11th at the Institute for Non-Profit Development at Mount Wa-
chusett Community College. For non-profit professionals looking to refine and improve their grant writing skills.
Learn how to write a compelling problem or needs statement, outcomes focused goals and objectives, thoughtful
evaluation plans and realistic budget proposals. Participants should have some grant writing experience. Course
fee (includes materials) is $60. To register call (978) 840-3221 x 199 or email c_meleo@mwcc.mass.edu or
JWiley-Cordone@mwcc.mass.edu.

Basic Mediation Training Quabbin Mediation has set dates for this 36-hr training. Individuals from local busi-
nesses and organizations are encouraged to become trained mediators. Mediation is a confidential, voluntary,
cooperative way to find a lasting resolution to problems with the help of a neutral mediator. Mediation can mend
personal and business relationships. The cost is $500.00, however, because all businesses and most non-profit
organizations pay into the Mass. Workforce Training Fund program, those with fewer than 50 employees, may be
eligible for reimbursement for half the cost of the training. Information on the Express Fund and their partner, the
Commonwealth Corporation (which can help prepare the proposals) is at www.mass.gov/wtf. Trainings are at
UMass Amherst, Friday & Saturdays, May 9th—June 13th. Contact Quabbin Mediation with questions.13
South Main St., Orange (978) 544-6142 ~Toll Free: (888) 924-2600 or email info@quabbinmediation.org.

Seeking Volunteers SHINE Training (Serving Health Information Needs of Elders) Work in your own community
providing information, counseling and assistance on Medicare, Medigap, Medicare Advantage Plans, Medicare

Prescription Drug Coverage, Public Benefits and more. 2008 Spring Training Call Lorraine York-Edberg, Western
Regional SHINE Program Director, for more information call (413)773-5555 or (978) 544-2955 or (800)732-4636.

The Institute for Nonprofit Development (INPD) is housed within Mount Wachusett Community College's Cen-
ter for Democracy and Humanity, the civic engagement arm of the college. To create a more vibrant North Cen-
tral Massachusetts, the INPD strengthens nonprofits' capacity to fulfill their missions and impact their communi-
ties through training, technical assistance, and grant making. The INPD now has open membership, with no fee
required. Contact Jennifer Wiley-Cordone, j_wiley-cordone@mwcc.mass.edu or call (978) 840-3221 x 199.
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n If there are North Quabbin organizations or committees that are putting together fundraising activities and would like n
J7 to include entertainment, the band ‘ Joint Compound' is extremely interested in donating their musical talent to such J7
an event. The band plays a variety of music including Rock, Reggae and Revolution and has been established since n

J: 2003. All members are local young artists and are active in breaking into the music industry. Members include: Dan Jz
J: Vaccari on Drums, Joel Cameron on Bass and Rob Thompson on Tenor Sax. For more information/booking please Jz
cal Joel at (978)249-7447. Jz
JJ
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Health Insurance Status & Filing Your 2007 Taxes Many people are anxious about what to put down on their
taxes about the status of their health insurance. The Department of Revenue has an easy to understand video
tutorial "virtual tour" to help you on their website. Anyone who may have questions about the tax penalties for
2007 should watch this. It explains very well how it all works and how to fill out the forms. Even people that didn®
have health insurance by the deadline should watch this tutorial, because they still might be able to avoid the
penalty. The website is www.mass.gov/dor If you don't have internet access and have questions call the Mass
DOR Hotline (800) 392-6089. Healthy Connections has put together a video to be aired on AOTV explaining
Health Care Reform and the tax penalties. The video should be airing several times over the next few months.

Free Tax Assistance Program The Earned Income Tax Credit is a tax benefit for people who work full or part
time, and whose income is in the low to moderate range. You may be able to get a Child Tax Credit too! If you
qualify, you could receive $250 - $4500 within 5-10 days of filing your taxes. This program is run by Community
Action. Call Kim Neher now to schedule an appointment in Orange, Greenfield or Northampton. (978) 544-5423
x165 or (413)376-1165. You will be told what materials you will need to bring with you.

In-Home Program It does your heart good to live in the place you choose to call home. In-Home Care helps you
stay there whether you just need help to get home after a hospitalization or if you need help for a longer time. In-
Home Care gives caregivers peace of mind, too! In Home Care includes, but is not limited to: Personal Care;
Homemaker; Grocery Shopper; Chore Service; Medical Rides; Meals on Wheels; Home Health Aide; Adult Day
Health/Supportive Home Care Aide; Personal Emergency Response (Lifeline); Companion Program; Care Man-
agement; Nutritional Assessments; Skilled Services (RN, PT, OT, ST); Money Management; Respite Care for
Caregivers; Consumer Directed Care; Community Choices; Adaptive Devices and more. For more information on
all the ways In-Home care can help contact: Franklin County Home Care (978)544-2259 or (413)773-5555 or
email info@fchcc.org or visit the website www.fchcc.org.

Announcing...
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<3 135 E. Main Street, Orange
y (978) 544-1113

(®
Q Quilting every Tuesday from 9:30 - 11:30 am
Rug Braiding every Thursday from 9:30 - 11:30 am

Foot Screenings March 13th & 14th, 8:30 - 11 a.m. $5 donation requested. Bring a towel. Please call (978) 544-
1113 for an appointment. (2nd Thurs & 2nd Fri of the month)

Hearing Clinic March 12th (2nd Wed. of the month)
Brown Bag March 26th from 10:45 -12 p.m. (4th Wed. of the month)

Blood Pressure screening on March 6th from 1 - 1:30 p.m. (1st Thursday of the month)

Walking Program Walk daily during COA business hours. Check in at office first please.
For a complete list of services provided through the Orange Council on Aging call (978) 544-1113.

Low-Income & Saocial Security recipients must file a 2007 tax
return to recelive the Economic Stimulus Check
How do people qualify for a stimulus tax rebate check?
Generally a person has to have more than $3,000 in income. Even if a person does not have
any earned income they can still qualify for a stimulus tax rebate check if their Social Security
benefits, Veteran's Affairs (VA) benefits, and/or railroad retirement benefits equal at least $3,000
annually.
To qualify, they must file a 2007 tax return on IRS Forms 1040 or 1040A with the IRS
(even if their income is normally low enough that they are not required to file).
If they fileatax return, how much arethey eigiblefor?
In most cases, they will get payments ranging from $300 to $600. Payments increase by $300
for families with dependent children under the age of 17.
For more information or to find out how you can get someone to help you with your taxes, contact one
of the Councils on Aging at the numbers listed above and below.

584 Main Street, Athol )
Contact: Cathy Savoy, Director (978) 249-8986 A\

Blood Pressure Clinics
(Also sponsored by the Athol Board of Health)

March 5, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
March 12, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
March 19, 2008 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 p.m.
March 26, 2008 Lakeside Apartments 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Monthly services and activities include: Meals on Wheels/Congregated Dining; Foot Screenings; SHINE;
Brown Bag; Grandparents Raising Grandchildren; Elder Peer Counseling; Free Legal Assistance; Money Man-
agement; MEDRIides; Senior Transportation; Serve Food Program; Bingo; Senior Fitness and much more.

AARP Tax-Aide Volunteers will be providing free tax return preparation at the senior center. Please call (978)
249-8986 for an appointment.

For a complete list of services and activities through the Council On Aging call (978) 249-8986.
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for submissions to the newslet-
ter is always the third Friday of the month
prior to the upcoming newsletter. Bring it to
the monthly meeting, email it or fax it to us. This
is a community newsletter so your input, adver-
tisements and announcements etc... are always
welcomed and encouraged.

Thank You!

Federal Government
(for the North Quabbin Region)
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy (617) 565-3170
2400 JFK Federa Building, Boston, MA 02203
Email: Senator@kennedy.senate.gov

U.S. Senator John Kerry (413) 785-4610
Fed. Bldg, 1550 Main St., Springfield, MA 01101
Website: www.kerry.senate.gov

Congressman John Olver (978) 342-8722
463 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420
Website: www.house.gov/olver/contact/

COALITION MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Coalition is open to all agencies, religious
communities, business and industry, government officials, civic
groups and other interested individuals and organizations. The
Coalition holds monthly meetings (the third Friday of every month
except July & August) on relevant topics, facilitates monthly task
forces on critical local issues, publishes a monthly newsletter,
provides resource materials, networking services and advocacy
efforts on behalf of Coalition issues. The North Quabbin Commu-
nity Coalition is an affiliate of Valuing Our Children. The Coalition
is funded in part by the generous contributions of members;
Mass Dept. of Public Health; the Executive Office for Public
Safety; the Department of Social Service's Community Connec-
tions; the Greater Worcester Community Foundation; The Health
Foundation of Central Mass., the Central Mass. AHEC; Franklin/
Hampshire Regional Employment Board P-21 Initiative; UMass
Medical School Office of Community Programs; Health Care For
All's Watch Your Mouth Campaign.

Sate Government
(for the North Quabbin Region)

Governor Deval Patrick (617) 725-4005
Office of the Governor

State House, Room 360, Boston, MA 02133
Email: GOffice@state.ma.us

Senator_Stephen Brewer (617) 722-1540
Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick, Athol
State House, Room 216, Boston, MA 02133

Email: stephen.brewer@massmail.state.ma.us

Senator Stanley Rosenberg (617) 722-1532
Wendeéll, Erving, New Salem

State House, Room 320, Boston, MA 02133
Email: Sen.StanRosenberg@senate.state.ma.us

Rep. ChrisDonelan  (978)-544-2180
Erving, Orange, Athol, Warwick

186 Walnut Hill Rd., Orange, MA 01364
Email: rep.christopherdonelan@hou.state. ma.us

Rep. Anne Gobi  (800) 650-4624

Peter sham, Phillipston

State House, Rm. 473F, Boston, MA 02133
Email: Rep.AnneGobi @hou.state.ma.us

Rep. Robert L. Rice, Jr.

Royalston

State House, Rm. 33 Boston, MA 02133
Email: Rep.RobertRice@hou.state.ma.us
Rep. Stephen Kulik  (413) 665-7200
New Salem, Wendell

1 Sugarloaf Street, S. Deerfield, MA 01373
Email: Rep.StephenKulik@hou.state.ma.us

NQCC Advisory Board

Fran GromelsKi (president) - Community Transit Services

Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ LIoyd (vice President) - Athol Congregational Church
Donna Liebl - Franklin County Home Care Corp.

Kathleen Hardie - Valuing Our Children

Sharon Tracy - Quabbin Mediation

Frances Graziano - A-R Community Partnerships for Children
Pat Roix - Chair of Valuing Our Children’s Board

Chief Tim Anderson - Athol Police Department

Pat Moore - Gr. Athol Area Adv. for Families w/ Special Needs
Shirley Hebert - Community/Business Representative

Steve Raymond - North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce
Steve Penka - Athol Memorial Hospital

Chief Brian Spear - Orange Police Department

Charlie Winters - Athol Area United Way

Rev. Dan Dibble - Warwick Metcalf Chapel

Task Force Mtqg. Schedule

C.A.R.E (Violence Prevention)
Mon. March 3rd @ 9:30 am. at the PATCH office,
423 Main Street, Athol

DENTAL TASK FORCE
NO MARCH MEETING DUE TO DENTAL FAIR MARCH 8th

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Wed. March 26th @ 4:30 p.m. at the Orange Town Hall

YOUTH POLICY BOARD (YPB)
Thurs. March 20th @ 9:00 am. at Mahar Regiona High School

NQ CAN (Comprehensive Access Networ k)
Mon. March 24th @ 10 am. at Athol Memorial Hospital

NORTH QUABBIN TOURISM PARTNERSHIP
TBA ~ Held at the North Quabbin
Chamber of Commerce, 512 Main Street, Athol

NQ SEX OFFENDER MGNT. COMMUNITY ADV. COUNCIL
Tues. Mar. 11th @ 4 p.m. at the NQCC Office
10 School Street, Athol
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NORTH QUABBIN NON-PROFAIT
PRESORTED
COMMUNITY COALITION A AL
10 School Street PERMIT#21
Athol, MA 01331 ATHOL MA 01331

Mission Satement

The North Quabbin Community Coalition
Isa community-wide alliance committed to
improving the quality of lifefor all those living
and working in the North Quabbin region.



