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Rebecca’s Ramblings 
     The September meeting of the NQCC was attended by over 100 people and a great way to kick off the fall season. 
Area school leaders spoke to the group about the many positive things happening within local districts. First, Superin-
tendent of Athol-Royalston Regional School District, Anthony Polito, spoke about the renovations underway at Athol 
High School. He also talked about the Strategic Planning process which will lead the district into the future. Residents 
are asked to become part of this process and are invited to attend a kick-off event on October 25th at 6:30 p.m. at Me-
morial Hall. The District is on the way to making significant change to benefit public education for all students, but con-
tinued public support is still a critical element to sustaining these efforts. 
 

     Superintendent of Orange Elementary Schools, Dr. Paul Burnim, spoke about the need to view education beyond 
the school day. The Orange Schools are developing after school options for children as well as partnering with Valuing 
Our Children to provide additional parent education opportunities. Mike Baldassare, Director of Special Education at 
Ralph C. Mahar Regional School, spoke about the new team of administrators who bring a positive and community 
focused approach. Under the leadership of Dr. Reza Namin, new Principal Paul Goodhind and two new Deans of Stu-
dents, the Mahar District is looking ahead to building a strong educational foundation for students. 
 

     The special guest at the Coalition meeting was Governor Deval Patrick. Thanks to the efforts of Representative 
Chris Donelan, the Governor was able to attend the NQCC forum to hear from residents about priorities which impact 
the local community. Governor Patrick discussed new approaches to economic development and the strong link be-
tween education and training and job development. The Governor talked about the need to better match job seekers 
with opportunities. He presented ideas about extended day learning within schools and free tuition to community col-
leges for all. 
 

     The Governor spent most of his visit listening to ideas and thoughts about the needs of this community. The visit 
certainly served to validate the region as a viable part of the Commonwealth. It is important to note that the North 
Quabbin became the destination for the Governor, rather than just another community to drive through en route to an-
other part of the state. 
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Annual Donations  
Your generous donations help to fund core operating costs of 

the NQCC. Thank you to the following people for their generous 
donations recently: (a few are from the end of FY07 that did not 

appear in the June 2007 newsletter). 

 

Gold Donors 
Communites Collaborative Inc. (FY07) 

Berkshire Children & Families 
 

Bronze Donors 
Shirley Hebert 

The Village School 
Orange Housing Authority 

 

Supporting Donors 
Athol Area United Way (FY07) 

Dr. Wayne Miller 
 

Other Donors 
Susan Maki (FY07) 
Rick Kwiatkowski 
Debra Blanchard 
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Winter Coat &  Clothing Giveaway  Valuing Our Children, 217 Walnut Street in Athol, is holding the Annual Coat 
& Clothing Giveaway on Friday, October 5th f rom 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. For more information call (978) 249-8467. 
 

‘Take Back Our Lives’ M arch &  Ral ly October 20th f rom 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Butterf ield Park in Orange and Octo-
ber 11th f rom 5 - 7:30 p.m. at the Energy Park in Greenf ield. There will be a Clothesline Project, food and activi-
ties for children. Sponsored by NELCWIT. For more information call Strong Oak at (413) 772-0871. 
 

Fal l  Fi lm Showing about energy & the environment. Free film with discussion following. Thursday, October 4th 
at 7 p.m. at the Wheeler Library in Orange. ‘Power of  Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil’. This film is about 
the hardships and struggles as well as the community and creativity of the Cuban people when Cuba’s economy 
went into a tailspin following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990. Cuba, the only country that has already 
faced the massive reduction of fossil fuels is an example of options and hope for a post-petroleum era. Sponsored 
by North Quabbin Energy, www.northquabbinenergy.org and Friends of the Orange Libraries. 
 

Tul ly Lake Triathlon  October 13th - 14th at Tully Lake Campground. 5-Mile paddle up Tully River to Long Pond 
& return. 4.5 Mile run around Tully Pond. 7.5 Mile bike leg around Tully Mountain Bike Trail. Awards will be 
given to the top three winners in each of the following categories: Individual-Women; Individual Men; Team-Two 
person; Team-Three person. Registration begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday, October 13th and the day will end with a 
bonfire Saturday evening. Races start again on Sunday at 10 a.m. ending with a concert Sunday evening. Register 
at www.cool running.org.  
 

Celebrate The Harvest on Sunday of Columbus Day Weekend. Harvest Parade starting at 1 p.m. at Pete’s Tire 
Barn, ending at Butterfield Park where there will be a  Craft Fair, already in full swing (9 a.m. - 3 p.m.). Also a clas-
sic and antique car show at Butterfield park. Anyone interested in participating in the parade can contact Ken 
Renoylds (978) 544-6139 or email bunnyhey@yahoo.com. To participate in the Craft Fair contact Tracy Gaudet 
(978) 544-8297 or email tsgden@verizon.net. 
 

CiderDay Festival  2007 A weekend of demonstrations, talks and tastings! Saturday and Sunday, November 3rd & 
4th throughout Franklin County. Sunday, Nov. 4th f rom 10 - 2 you will find a child friendly cider mill. Cider 
pressing, live alpacas, cider donuts, caramel apples, hot squash/ cider soup, sweet potato pies, European pastries 
and sun-cooked preserves. New Salem Orchards, 67 S. M ain Street, New Salem (978) 544-3437. For more informa-
tion about CiderDay and other events that weekend you can visit www.ciderday.com 
 

5th Annual  Thanksgiving Harvest Festival  on November 17th - 18th from 10 - 4 p.m. at the Red Apple Farm in 
Phi l l ipston featuring live music and entertainment, guided nature walks by North Quabbin Woods, various live 
demos, smoked turkey drumsticks, southern-fried turkey, hot apple dumplings and more! This event is free admis-
sion and is broadcast live by our radio sponsor WJDF. In the spirit of the holiday, bring non-perishable food dona-
tions, accepted by the Worcester County Food Bank for chances to win great prizes donated by local businesses. 
For more information (800) 628-4851 or visi t www.redapplefarm.com. 

� � � � �� � � 	 � �
 �� � 	 �� � 	 	 �
 ��� � �� � � � 	 �

October 16th 5 - 7 p.m. 
Orange Innovation Center 131 W. Main Street (formerly the Bedroom Factory)  

5 - 6 p.m. Tours of the building with owner Noel Vincent-check out the hottest and newest business incubator 
space in western MA, and on line at www.orange-innovation.com. After hours refreshments. Meet the Business 
Services and Employment Service Reps of the Franklin Hampshire Career Center. 
 

6 - 7 p.m. Introduction of the North Quabbin Small Business Technical Assistance Program and Loan Fund by the 
Franklin County Community Development Corporation; and Employer Business Incentives available from the state 
by the Franklin Hampshire Career Center. 
 

For more information contact: 
Deborah Radway, Franklin Hampshire Career Center (413)774-4361 

Noel Vincent, Orange Innovation Center (978)502-8072 
Steve Raymond, North Quabbin chamber of Commerce (978)249-3849 

John Waite, Franklin County Community Development Corp. (413)774-7204 
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·  Fal l  M igrants in the Connecticut River Val ley on Saturday, October 13th. A ll Day. 
Join Mark Taylor on this trip through Hatfield, Hadley, and Northampton in search of late 
migrating shorebirds and passerines. Meet at 7 am at parking lot opposite the "Pocket 
Saver Store" off Rt. 2, Erving. 

·  Sunday, October 28. Quabbin Reservation Exploration. All Day. Migrating waterfowl and song birds 
inside the gates of Quabbin©s watershed. Bring lunch, water, camera, binoculars and your sense of adven-
ture. Participants will meet at MREC at 8 a.m. for carpooling. Call Dave, (978)413-1772, or email 
Dave@dhsmal l .net,  to pre-register. Space is limited. Members have priority. 

 

·  Visi t Plum Island and vicini ty. Sunday, Nov. 11th. A ll Day. In search of late fall and early w inter mi-
grants, ending with a warm-up local meal and camaraderie at the end of the day. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at 
MREC to carpool or call the Duprey’s at (978)249-4964 if you want to meet the group at 9 a.m. at Burger 
King on Rt.110, Salisbury. 

·  Thursday, October 18, 7 p.m. - Preserving and Using Herbs. Mary Ellen Warchol of the Stockbridge 
Farm Cooking School w ill demonstrate how to preserve herbs and show samples of herbal concoctions, 
like herbal vinegars, syrups, sodas, and dressings. A program of the North Quabbin Garden Club, at the 
Center. Members free, nonmembers $5. 

·  ABNC Annual  Dinner M eeting - November 14th,  Paul  Roberts - Winter Hawks: Opportunities & Chal-
lenges. Winter provides opportunities to see many species of hawks well. Paul©s presentation focuses on 
taking advantage of those opportunities, ranging from the age-old challenge of identifying accipiters at 
the feeder, to new challenges, learning more about the Red-tailed Hawks you thought you knew, as well 
as about Bald Eagles and Rough-legged Hawks. Paul founded (1976) and served a number of 
years as President of the Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, and also as Chairman of the Hawk Mi-
gration Association of North America (HMANA), where he again serves as a director. Paul 
has also been president of the Northeast Hawk Watch for more than a decade, and occasionally 
teaches classes on hawks and shorebirds for Mass Audubon. Dinner Reservations are re-
quired. For more information call Bob Coyle (978)249-6083. 
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Practical  Parenting  Need help managing your child©s behavior - temper tantrums, sleep problems, breaking rules, 
etc.? Do you know where to go when you need help? Would you like to meet other parents facing the same 
issues? Are you working towards getting your children back? This is a free eight-session parenting program 
for those with children currently in foster care *Open to parents with children of all ages* 1 1/ 2 hour weekly 
sessions *Classes held 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the Family Support Office in Athol, 217 Walnut Street. Class starts 
Thursday October 11, 2007. Call Diane or Regan at (978) 249-8467. 
 

M assachusetts Career Day  a collaboration between Governor Deval Patrick, The Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development, and the One-Stop Career Center will be on Thursday, October 18th . Job Fairs 
will be held in Orange at 131 W. Main Street (former Bedroom Factory) from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; In Greenfield at 
One Arch Place from 1 - 4 p.m.; Northampton at 178 Industrial Drive from 9 - Noon. Employers will be on site 
recruiting. For more information visit www.fhcc-onestop.com or call any of the Franklin-Hampshire Career 
Center sites: Orange (978) 544-3506; Greenf ield (413) 774-4361; Northampton (413) 586-6506. 
 

New Funds The Franklin Hampshire Regional Employment Board will be developing a new application for 
P-21 (Pathways to Success by 21) funds in the next 6 weeks. For more information call REB at (413) 773-1835 
or email fhreb@crocker.com. 
 

North Quabbin Young Leaders Counci l  Area youth between the age of 16 - 19 are being sought to become 
members of this Council. Help to shape the region’s policies and programs. Great opportunity to build up 
your resume, gain essential leadership skills, and open the door to future job/ career opportunities. Stipends 
are also given. Space is limited. For more information about this new group contact Y.E.S. at (978)544-1869. 
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7th Regional  Conference On Economic Inequal i ty &  Social  Change (formerly Rural Poverty Conference) 
‘Generating Change: From Thought To Action’ November 8th at UM ass Amherst. A daylong conference focus-
ing on strategies that strengthen our ability to educate and advocate for the common good. The morning ses-
sion will be an interactive forum on framing the way people think about the public sector, w ith representa-
tives from the Two Penny Project, United for a Fair Economy, DEMOS Center for the Public Sector, and ONE 
Massachusetts.�The afternoon will feature over 16 diverse workshops geared toward analysis, skill building 
and advocacy on topics like healthcare, working with legislators, analyzing both the state and federal budg-
ets, using the media, immigrants, and models of success. For more information contact Sara Cummings at 
(978) 544-5423 x129 or email scummings@communi tyaction.us. 
 

Test O Rama! Do you wish that you had earned your high school diploma? Have you ever wondered if you could pass 
the GED test? Are you worried that the GED test is too difficult? If you answer yes, the North Quabbin Adult 
Education Center, a program of The Literacy Project is offering the opportunity to take official GED practice 
tests for FREE! Saturday, October 27th, f rom 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Old Central  School , at 34 North M ain 
Street in Orange. The testing environment will be completely supportive and non-threatening; no pressure, 
no obligation, and participants can even take the practice test anonymously. Experienced GED instructors 
will be available to score the tests and analyze the results, as well as answer questions about preparing for the 
test in the classroom or at home. For more information about taking the GED practice tests, call (978)544-8917 
or just walk in on Oct. 27th. Additional information about the GED tests and adult education classes is also 
available at www.l i teracyproject.org. They are currently accepting students for free adult education classes. 
The NQAEC offers FREE Adult Basic Education classes, GED and Pre-GED preparation, Computer Training, 
and a transitions program for those who seek enrollment into higher education or job training opportunities.  
 

60 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW!! Horizons for Homeless Children is immediately seeking volunteers to 
interact and play with children living in 16 family, teen parent, and domestic violence shelters in Western 
Massachusetts. A commitment of 2 hours a week for 6 months is required. We offer daytime and evening 
shifts, so there is likely to be one that fits your schedule. It is a rewarding and fun experience for everyone 
involved. The next trainings sessions will be Saturday October 13th in Holyoke, for Playspaces and shelters 
in Springfield, Holyoke, Amherst, Northampton, Orange/ Athol, Greenfield, and Pittsfield. Call Brigid Wil-
liams for information or to register (413) 532-0526 or bwi l l iams@horizonsforhomelesschi ldren.org or 
www.horizonsforhomelesschi ldren.org. 
 

The North Quabbin Timebank will be providing an orientation on Thursday, October 18th f rom 7-8:30 p.m. 
at Y.E.S. 26 S. M ain Street in Orange. Timebanks are simple online bartering systems that allow members to 
exchange services and earn “ Time Dollars”  which they can then spend within the Timebank. These 
Timebanks are great for building community and meeting practical needs. Members of the NQ Timebank 
currently offer rides, child care, elder care, grant writing, college application help, haircuts, wood cutting, 
gardening help and coaching on how to minimize your ecological footprint, among many other services. The 
NQ Timebank is open to people who live or work in the 9-town North Quabbin region. Orientations can also 
be arranged by appointment by contacting nqtimebank@gmai l .com.  
 

Time Out For Parents (TOP) Do you wonder about your child’s development? Are you having trouble with your 
child’s behavior - temper tantrums, sleep problems, toilet training, etc? Do you know where to go when you need help? 
Would you like to meet other parents facing similar issues? Would you like to have some fun and time away from your 
children? TOP is a free ten-session parenting program. Open to parents with children from 0-6 years of age. 
Childcare and transportation provided. Two hour weekly sessions on Wednesday mornings at the Valuing 
Our Children Family Center. Starts the end of September. For more information &/ or an application call 
Regan (978) 249-8467. 
 

Autism Training provided by Child & Family Service on October 23rd f rom 9 - 4 p.m. at Baystate Education 
and Training Center in Holyoke.  The fee is $60 per person for non CFS employees and $25 for CFS staff re-
questing CEU’s. Please pre-register or cal l  w i th questions by cal l ing M ichel le R. M ay (413) 739-3954. Pay-
ment will be accepted the day of the training. 
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Prescription Advantage The “ donut hole” ? If you reach that gap in your Medicare prescription drug cover-
age (Part D), you will have to pay up to $3,051.25 out-of-pocket for your prescription drugs before your Part D 
plan will start paying again. If you are single and your income is less than $30,630, or, if you are married and 
your combined income is less than $41,070, Prescription Advantage can help to pay for the drugs covered by 
your Part D plan when you reach the donut hole. You will only pay a Prescription Advantage co-payment.  If 
your income is higher, you may be eligible for benefits that would put a cap on the amount you would have 
to pay. You no longer have to wai t for an open enrol lment to apply for Prescription Advantage. You can 
apply at any time. You can reach Prescription Advantage Customer Service toll-free at (800)AGE-INFO (243-
4636) or TTY for the deaf  and hard of  hearing at (877)610-0241.  
 

RISE (Resources Invested in Student Excellence) Communities and Schools Working Together. The RISE ini-
tiative is a school-community partnership that seeks to enhance attachment to school amongst Middle School 
students to be involved in their school community, and for community members to be involved at the Middle 
School. To find out more about this new initiative contact Kelly Noonan of Dial/ Self riseathol@dialsel f .org. 
 

Strategic Planning Kick-Of f  M eeting The Athol/ Royalston Regional School District w ill be holding the stra-
tegic planning meeting on October 25th at 6:30 p.m. at M emorial  Hal l , 584 M ain Street in Athol . The public 
is strongly encouraged to attend this very important meeting. Come meet the team and discuss the issues that 
are most important to you. For more information call the Anthony Polito at (978) 249-2400. 
 

Need Heal th Insurance? There is a new law requiring all Massachusetts adults over the age of 18 to have 
health insurance. There are several low-cost health insurance plans for adults and children, as well as some 
new options. How much you pay depends on your annual household income. Some plans have co-pays, oth-
ers have monthly premiums and co-payments.  Screening for eligibility for local residents can be completed 
at Heal thy Connections (978) 249-5634 or Athol  M emorial  Hospi tal  (978)249-3511 x118. 
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·  Alateen:  TeenLine expects to offer weekly Alateen Meetings at our office (15 East Main St., Orange) 
within the next two months. A lateen offers understanding and support to families and friends of problem 
drinkers and is open to youth ages 13-19.  There are no fees or dues to attend and meetings are confiden-
tial. 

·  SM ART Recovery for Teens: is a self-help, abstinence-based program for people who want to kick an 
alcohol or drug or other addictive habit.  Using principles of psychology, individuals help themselves to 
kick a problem habit, prevent relapses, and address habit-related personal problems. SMART Recovery 
meetings are open to all who are interested.  There are no requirements and are free of charge. These 
meetings will be coordinated by NQ TeenLine Clinician, Kathy Eaton and our new NQ TeenLine Out-
reach Youth Worker, Sascha Gottschalk. 

·  New Teen Drop-in Si tes in Orange:  TeenLine, with the assistance of Americorps members and commu-
nity volunteers, and in collaboration with the Wheeler Memorial Library and YES Biz Center is currently 
providing afternoon drop-in services to NQ youth.  Our mission is to provide a safe and respectful envi-
ronmnet for all youth in the North Quabbin region. Locations and times are below: 

 �     Wheeler M emorial  Library, 49 Main Street, Orange, MA 
        Ages:  All youth (Teens at the meeting room next to the children’s room.) 
        Tuesdays: 2:30 p.m. – 6 p.m. & Thursdays: 3 – 8 p.m. (except first Thursdays) 
 �     YES Biz Center, 26 South Main Street, Orange, MA 
        Ages: 13-21 on Mondays & Wednesdays:  2:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
        Light snacks and activities are provided free of charge. 
·  Athol  YM CA Drop-in:  YouthReach! is the innovative arts, sports and life skills-based after school pro-

gram for our regions middle-schoolers. TeenLine is supporting this long standing program which starts 
at 2:30 pm, allowing an extension of the ending time of its program to 5 p.m. weekdays during the school 



RAFT 
Residential Assistance for Families on Transition is a statewide program for eligible Massachusetts’ families 
that provides limited short-term financial assistance in order for them to retain housing, obtain new housing 
or otherwise avoid homelessness. RAFT funds may be used for first or last months rent, security deposit, 
rent arrears, utility arrears, car repair (if employed), mortgage arrears, or basic furniture (if moving from 
shelter placement). Eligible families are served on a first come, first served basis. Applicants must meet the 
eligibility criteria as established by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD). Individuals living alone are not eligible for this funding. 

RAFT Household Income Guidel ines 
2 people $28,700 �  3 people $32,250 �  4 people $35,850 �  5 people $38,700 �  6 people $41,600 

 

If you live in Franklin County, you must apply through Franklin County Housing & Redevelopment Author-
ity, 42 Canal Street, Turners Falls (413) 863-9781 x100 or visit www.fchra.org. 
 

If you live in Worcester County, you must apply through RCAP Solutions, 205 School Street in Gardner (800) 
488-1969 or visit www.rcapsolutions.org. 
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Northeast Utilities Offers Grants for  Grassroots Environmental Projects Deadline: October 15, 2007 
Northeast Utilities (http://www.nu.com) provides grants through its Environmental Community Grant Pro-
gram to fund local community and grassroots environmental projects that are frequently overlooked by large 
grant programs. The program provides grants between $250 and $1,000 each to projects in Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, and New Hampshire. The ECGP grant, excluding any internal funding provided by the requesting 
organization, should fully fund the project. Projects utilizing funding through other outside sources will not be 
considered for the program. Eligible projects protect or preserve the environment, or teach others the value of 
doing so. Examples include providing education on environmental issues of local interest to adults or children; 
improving the environment through organized cleanup projects (such as cleaning up a park, part of a stream, 
or a vacant lot), or by reclaiming and rehabilitating damaged environments; improving a local wildlife habitat; 
and starting and maintaining a recycling program. For more information or to apply, visit the NU Web site. 
RFP Link: http://fconline.foundationcenter .org/pnd/10008856/nu  
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Come have fun with your children and meet new friends. VOC is providing ongoing free playgroups 
in Athol, Phillipston, and Orange. Crafts provided. For children 0-5 years old and their caregivers. 

Transportation is available if needed. 
 

·  Athol  Playgroup meets at Valuing Our Children Family Center, 217 Walnut Street, Athol, on Tues-
days from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

·   Phi l l ipston Playgroup meets at the Phillipston Congregational Church, on the Common, on 
Wednesdays from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 

  
·  Orange Playgroup meets at the Bethany Lutheran Church, 62 Cheney Street, Orange, on Thursdays 

from 10 - 11:30 a.m.  
 

For more information about the above Playgroups,  
or other family support services provided by  

Valuing Our Children, call (978) 249-8467. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Foot Screenings  Please call for an appointment. 
 

Brown Bag October 24th at Liberty Hall from 11 - 11:30 a.m.  
 

Money Management contact (800) 732-4636  
 

For a complete list of services and activities through the Council On Aging call (978) 249-8986. 
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584 Main Street, Athol 

Contact: Cathy Savoy, Director (978) 249-8986 
 

Blood Pressure Clinics 

Ocober 3, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

October 10, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

October 17, 2007 Pequoig Lobby 10:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

October 24, 2007 Lakeside Apartments 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

 
� � � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � 	 � � 	 � � � � � 	

135 E. Main Street, Orange 
(978) 544-1113 

Foot Screenings October 11th & 12th, 8:30 - 11 a.m. $5 donation requested. Bring a towel. Please call (978) 544-
1113 for an appointment. (2nd Thurs & 2nd Fri of the month) 
 

Hearing Clinic October 10th (2nd Wed. of the month) 
 

Brown Bag  October 24th from 10:45 -12 p.m. (4th Wed. of the month) 
 

Blood Pressure screening on October 4th from 1 - 1:30 p.m.  (1st Thursday of the month) 
 

Number Please? Forms are available at Orange COA or at the Orange Police Dept. House number posts are 
available to all residents of Orange, No. Orange & Tully, not just the elderly. A donation of $8.00 will help to keep 
this project going. For more information about the house numbering project call (978) 544-1113. 
 

Walking Program Walk daily during COA business hours. Check in at office first please. 
 

Cell Phones Reconditioned cell phones to be used for Emergency 911 services. 
 

For a complete list of services provided through the Orange Council on Aging call (978) 544-1113. 

Sewing/Quilting/Knitting Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

Rug Braiding  Thursday from 9:30 - 11:30 am 
(Beginning in mid-October) 

New Senior Site Proposal 
The Council on Aging and Senior Site Development Committee have been working towards identifying a 
new site for the Senior Center of the past four years. The Committee has recently proposed, to the Town of 
Athol, to purchase the former CVS building in Lord Pond Plaza. The proposed building is centrally located 
in downtown Athol, has ample parking and the space is all on ground level. This is a great opportunity for 
the town to serve the elder population with the many programs sponsored by the Council on Aging all under 
one roof! Programs include: meals, socialization, health clinics, exercise classes, club meetings and much, 
much more! Please consider attending the upcoming meeting on October 15th at 7 p.m. at the Athol Town 
Hall to vote. You must be a registered Athol voter! For more information contact the COA (978) 249-8986. 



State Government 
(for the North Quabbin Region) 

Governor Deval Patr ick       (617) 725-4005 
Office of the Governor 
State House, Room 360, Boston, MA 02133 
Email: GOffice@state.ma.us 
 

Senator  Stephen Brewer   (617) 722-1540 
Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick, Athol 
State House, Room 216, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: stephen.brewer@massmail.state.ma.us 
 

Senator  Stanley Rosenberg   (617) 722-1532 
Wendell, Erving, New Salem 
State House, Room 320, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: Sen.StanRosenberg@senate.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Chr is Donelan    (978)-544-2180  
Erving, Orange, Athol, Warwick 
186 Walnut Hill Rd., Orange, MA 01364 
Email: rep.christopherdonelan@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Anne Gobi    (800) 650-4624                          
Petersham, Phillipston 
State House, Rm. 146, Boston, MA 02133    
Email: Rep.AnneGobi@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Robert L . Rice, Jr . 
Royalston            
State House, Rm. 33 Boston, MA 02133 
Email: Rep.RobertRice@hou.state.ma.us 
 

Rep. Stephen Kulik    (413) 665-7200                     
New Salem, Wendell              
1 Sugarloaf Street, S. Deerfield, MA 01373  
Email: Rep.StephenKulik@hou.state.ma.us 

NQCC Advisory Board 

Fran Gromelski (President) - Community Transit Services 
Rev. Harold ‘Skip’ Lloyd (Vice President) - Athol Congregational Church  
Donna Liebl - Franklin County Home Care Corp. 
Kathleen Hardie - Valuing Our Children  
Sharon Tracy - Quabbin Mediation 
Frances Graziano - A-R Community Partnerships for Children 
Joe Hawkins - Athol Area YMCA 
Pat Roix - Chair of Valuing Our Children’s Board  
Chief Tim Anderson - Athol Police Department 
Pat Moore - Gr. Athol Area Adv. for Families w/ Special Needs 
Shirley Hebert - Community/Business Representative 
Steve Raymond - North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce 
Steve Penka - Athol Memorial Hospital  
Chief Brian Spear - Orange Police Department  
Charles Winters - Athol Area United Way  

COALITION  MEMBERSHIP 
Membership in the Coalition is open to all agencies, religious 
communities, business and industry, government officials, civic 
groups and other interested individuals and organizations. The 
Coalition holds monthly meetings (the third Friday of every month 
except July & August) on relevant topics, facilitates monthly task 
forces on critical local issues, publishes a monthly newsletter, 
provides resource materials, networking services and advocacy 
efforts on behalf of Coalition issues. The North Quabbin Commu-
nity Coalition is an affiliate of Valuing Our Children. The Coalition 
is funded in part by the generous contributions of members; 
Mass Dept. of Public Health; the Executive Office for Public 
Safety; the Department of Social Service’s Community Connec-
tions; the Greater Worcester Community Foundation; The Health 
Foundation of Central Mass., the Central Mass. AHEC; Franklin/
Hampshire Regional Employment Board P-21 Initiative;  UMass 
Medical School Office of Community Programs; The Federal 
Health Resource Services Administration; Health Care For All’s 
Watch Your Mouth Campaign.  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

The deadl i ne for  subm issions t o t he news-
let t er  i s t he t h i rd Fr i day  of t he m on t h  
pr i or  t o t he upcom i ng newslet t er . Br ing it  
to the monthly meeting, email i t  or  fax it  to 
us. This is a community newsletter  so your 
inpu t , advert isements and announcements 
etc... are always welcomed and encouraged. 
Space is l imited. We reserve the r ight  to edit . 

Thank You! 

Task Force Mtg. Schedule 
 

C.A.R.E (Violence Prevention)  
Mon. Oct. 1st @ 9:30 a.m. at the PATCH office,  

423 Main Street, Athol 
 

DENTAL TASK FORCE 
Wed. Nov. 10th @ 12 Noon at NQCC Office 

10 School Street, Athol 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Wed. Oct. 24th @ 5:00 p.m. at the Coalition office,  

10 School Street, Athol 
 

YOUTH POLICY BOARD (YPB) 
Thurs. Oct. 18th @ 9:00 a.m. at the Mahar,  

South Main Street, Orange 
 

NQ CAN (Comprehensive Access Network) 
Mon. Oct. 22nd @ 10 a.m. at Athol Memorial Hospital 

 

NORTH QUABBIN TOURISM PARTNERSHIP 
TBA  at the North Quabbin 

Chamber of Commerce, 512 Main Street, Athol 
 

NQ SEX OFFENDER MGNT. COMMUNITY ADV. COUNCIL 
Tues. Nov. 13th @ 4 p.m. at the NQCC Office 

10 School Street, Athol 
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Federal Government 
(for the North Quabbin Region) 

U.S. Senator  Edward Kennedy   (617) 565-3170 
2400 JFK Federal Building, Boston, MA 02203   
Email: Senator@kennedy.senate.gov 
 

U.S. Senator  John Kerry   (413) 785-4610                            
Fed. Bldg, 1550 Main St., Springfield, MA 01101 
Website: www.kerry.senate.gov 
 

Congressman John Olver    (978) 342-8722 
463 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420   
Website: www.house.gov/olver/contact/ 



 
NORTH QUABBIN  
COMMUNITY COALITION 
10 School Street 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

 NON-PROFIT 
PRESORTED 

STANDARD MAIL 
PERMIT #21 

ATHOL MA 01331 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The Nor th Quabbin Community Coalition  
is a community-wide alliance committed to  

improving the quality of life for all those living 
and working in the North Quabbin region. 


