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 The 2010 year has been a challenging one. Despite un-
precedented funding cuts, requiring significant staffing changes, 
the Coalition forged ahead, with an emphasis on the core ele-
ments of the Coalition’s work. The NQCC took on several new 
challenges this year as well. The Coalition moved its office to 
427 Main Street in Athol and is now sharing space with the 
North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce. The move has resulted 
in significant savings for both organizations. The NQCC contin-
ued to host monthly forums featuring priority topics identified by 
the community and distributed a monthly newsletter to over 800 
residents.  
 The Coalition has taken on the role of facilitator of  the 
Community Linking regionalization group formed by the nine 
local towns to pool municipal resources and to create and im-
prove services for residents in the most cost efficient way. The 
Coalition hosted the annual Food-A-Thon event raising over 
$30,000 for local food pantries. The Coalition assisted in orga-
nizing volunteers  to prepare and deliver dinner for over 200 
elders and shut-ins on Thanksgiving Day. 
 One again, the region has proven that  when the going 
gets tough, the North Quabbin gets going!    
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    Each year the NQCC presents a North Quabbin resident 
with the Barbara Corey Award, named for the Coalition’s 
original coordinator in honor of her values and dedication to 
the North Quabbin region. This year’s recipient, Deb 
Vescovi, clearly embodies this spirit. Deb has dedicated her 
life to the Athol area. Deb has spent her career at Athol 
Savings Bank giving back to the community it serves, by 
always supporting positive community events and activities. 
Deb has demonstrated a life long commitment to her com-
munity by participating as part of countless groups and or-
ganizations. Deb is the current President of the Athol Or-
ange Rotary Club, a past Campaign Chair and Board mem-
ber of the Athol Area Untied Way, is a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Athol Area YMCA, the Salvation Army 
and has served as President and a long-term Board mem-
ber of Valuing Our Children. Deb participates in serving 
community meals, has helped out in fund raising for the 
new pavilion at Silver Lake Park and spends time bell ring-
ing for the Salvation Army annual appeal each December. 
In her spare time, Deb has raised two children and is now a 
proud and active grandparent. Deb Vescovi has set the bar 
high for community involvement and gives us each a daily 
reminder of just how much a single person can do to make 

 
 
The Athol Congregational 
Church, Bethany Lutheran 
Church, First Universalist 
Church and St. Mary’s 
Church youth groups were 
recognized with a Youth 
CHOICe Spotlight Award 
for their efforts in this 
year’s 30-hour famine re-
cently. 



 
 
 

 
  
  

 
The Youth CHOICe project started in 2008 as part of the North 
Quabbin Community Coalition Youth Policy Board. The group was 
formed to develop a strategic plan to address substance use by 
youth in the North Quabbin area. The Youth CHOICe (Creating 
Healthy Options in the Community) Coalition was founded with the 
premise that a community  working together to apply positive, re-
searched based strategies will effectively reduce substance abuse 
and other risky behaviors among youth. The Youth CHOICe project 
developed three workgroups 1) Laws and Community Norms favor-
able to alcohol, tobacco and other drug use; 2) parental attitudes 
favorable to alcohol, tobacco and other drug use and parental atti-
tudes favorable to anti-social behavior and 3) Rewards for pro-social 
involvement in the community. Each workgroup has developed 
strategies to implement in the upcoming 5-year grant cycle. 
 
Laws & Community Norms: Conduct alcohol purchase surveys,  
Conduct compliance checks, Provide alcohol purchase savings, 
Provide education to the community on the social host liability laws, 
Educate municipal leaders on their roles and responsibilities as alco-
hol tobacco and licensing bodies, Work with the Parental Attitudes 
workgroup on hosting a youth and parent forum. 

 
Parental Attitudes: Provide evidence based education to community 
parents, Work with the Laws and Community Norms workgroup on 
hosting a youth and parent forum, Conduct Social Norms Campaign 
 
Rewards for Pro-social Involvement in the community: Nomination 
and distribution of NQCC youth spotlight awards, Create and main-
tain the positive power alert line to recognize youth in the commu-
nity, Build and support local capacity to increase youth recognition 
Hold events celebrating youth achievements, �
�
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The Economic Development Task Force spent the year 
gathering materials to create a market assessment for the 
region to guide future efforts in developing the North Quab-
bin region. The group hosted a presentation by the USDA 
about funding available for local private sector and non-
profit entities. The Task Force also support a regional 
space for sharing information and economic development 
projects across the entire area. This spring, the NQCC with 
support of the Task Force, was contracted to host the North 
Quabbin Loan Fund Review Committee and to provide out-
reach and marketing for the fund. The funds support local 
start up and business expansion to create and retain local 
jobs. 

Members of the NQCC 
Board with Rev. Skip at 
his farewell event.  

The Annual Legis-
lative Roundtable 
was attended by 
Senator Stephen 
Brewer, Represen-
tatives Anne Gobi 
and Christopher 
Donelan. 
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The North Quabbin Community Coalition, along with many 
community partners, kicked off the Buy North Quabbin Now 
Campaign. The campaign offered unique incentives to peo-
ple purchasing homes in the North Quabbin region This pub-
lic/private partnership, formed to promote homeownership 
matches potential homebuyers with the best and most re-
sponsible mortgage products for purchasing a home in the 
North Quabbin region. 
 
Four local lenders pledged over $30 million toward mort-
gages for Buy North Quabbin NOW. Financial incentives 
were made  available to any qualifying buyer who purchases 
an owner-occupied condo, single family home or 2-4 family 
residence in the region. Additionally, realtors, attorneys, ap-
praisers, home inspectors, merchants, restaurants, retailers 
and non-profit agencies and others committed to providing 
incentives, including gifts and discounts to buyers who pur-
chased  through the program.  



   
  
Modeled closely after the NQ Children©s Access Network 
(CAN group), the System of Care brings together all sectors of 
the community to provide feedback and system development 
for the new statewide Children©s behavioral Health Initiative. 
The NQCC was contracted this year  to support the develop-
ment of this new model for the North Quabbin, Franklin and 
Hampshire Counties by Clinical & Support Options, the local 
Community Service agency. Through the partnership, families 
and the local community are offered a voice into creating ac-
cess to comprehensive behavioral health services for children. 
The CBH model offers a parent voice and choice option and 
creates support for families as part of a wraparound model. 
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The local partnership served over 200 elders and shut-ins 
with a home cooked Thanksgiving meal. 
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 This year the Dental Task Force combined its efforts to b 
ring the 8th annual Healthy Smiles Fair to the area by working 
with the Athol and the Orange Community Partnerships for Chil-
dren to develop and host the First Annual North Quabbin Health 
Smiles Family Fun Day. The event featured many local providers 
and programs to offer parents free resources and education on 
topics ranging from oral health and child safety to family literacy 
and support. 
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Rebecca Bialecki 

Executive Director 
Community Transit Services Board of Directors 
Valuing Our Children Board of Directors 
DCF Greenfield Area Office Board 
Patch Administrative Team  
Athol Memorial Hospital Board Of Trustees 
NQ Chamber of Commerce Board Of Directors 
DCF Community Connections 
DTA Greenfield Area Board 
Community Emergency Response team 
Community Service Agency  (CSO) Leadership Team 
Athol-Orange Area Rotary Club / Past-President 
Enough Abuse Campaign Coordinator, NQ 

 
 

Jennifer Dube 
Project Coordinator 

Youth Policy Board, Co-Chair 
Regional Youth Council, F/H Regional Employment Board 
Rural Health Advisory Council 
Sexual Abuse Prevention Trainer 
Communities That Care Coordinating Council 
Greenfield Community College Community Scholarship  
 Steering Committee 
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2010 Food-A-Thon raised over $30,000 for six local food pantries. 
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 Sandy Vysocky 
Spotlight on NQ Radio Show  

Rev. Harold  “ Skip”  Lloyd 
Tracy Gaudette 

Summer Youth Employment Participants����

Logan Barrett 
Emily Boughton 

NQ Area Church Youth  

Yarras Fletcher 
Mallory Piragis 

Charnara Boughton 
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There is a great deal to be said for corporate partners or for local 
companies that really engage with the community, but sometime sit 
is the individual within that company that truly inspires and makes 
the difference. This is the case with Mr. Robert Gagne. Bob spent 
many years working for Time Warner Cable and in that role repre-
sented what a corporate community partner should be. Bob partici-
pated in everything form hanging holiday decorations to annual 
River Rat preparations. Bob was an active member of the planning 
for the annual food a thon. Bob worked closely with Athol-Orange 
Community Television to ensure that area residents had access to 
the best possible public access broadcast available. Bob©s commit-
ment to his home community went much further than his profes-
sional role. He has served as Campaign Chair for the Athol Area 
United Way. He has been a Little League team coach and man-
ager.  Going the extra mile in order to improve the quality of life for 
our entire region is not just a personal responsibility for people like 
Bob, but it is a way of life.  
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Pennie and Pam Smith have dedicated their lives to the North 
Quabbin community. For over 30 years, they have been inspiring 
and motivating young people at Mahar Regional High School as 
teachers and leading by example in what community service truly 
means as advisors to the Key Club. Although they are not comfort-
able being in the spotlight, you can be sure that if there are posi-
tive things happening in the Town of Orange, then these two are 
somewhere in the background making it happen. They have 
served as active members of the Town©s Bicentennial Committee, 
Town Hall Restoration projects, and countless other committees 
and groups. They are responsible for the annual flowers that beau-
tify the downtown every spring and summer. They participate in 
events that range form the walkathon of the North Quabbin Citizen 
Advocates to the annual Family Fun Day. The region is very fortu-
nate to be home to these two remarkable women, and we thank 
them for all of their efforts toward making the North Quabbin the 
special place that it is.  
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Charlie Winters (President)     Athol Area United Way 
Shirley Hebert ( Vice-Pres.) Business Representative 
Jeanette Robichaud (Treas.)   Athol Area YMCA 
Fran Gromelski   Community Transit Services/CTAA 
Sharon Tracy    Quabbin Mediation 
Donna Liebl                          Franklin County Home Care Corporation 
Kathleen Hardie   Valuing Our Children  
Frances Graziano             MOC Community Partnership for Children 
Steve Penka   Athol Memorial Hospital 
Chief Brian Spear  Orange Police Department 
Chief Tim Anderson   Athol Police Department 
Pat Moore     Community Representative 
Steve Raymond  North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce 
Patricia Roix   Community Representative 
Michael Truckey  Franklin Hampshire Career Center 
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In FY 10, The North Quabbin Community Coalition is funded 
in part by the generous contributions of members;  the De-
partment of Children & Families’ Community Connections; 
the Central Mass. AHEC; Community Coalition for Teens 

Drug Free Communities Grant; Town of Athol NQ Loan Fund; 
Athol-Royalston Regional School District ICRS Grant of 

EOHHS and The John W. Boynton Fund. 


